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Benin’s Soglo Arrives in Kempala for Meeting 
EA0505172092 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 0700 GMT 5 May 92 


[Excerpt] President Nicephore Sogio of Benin has 
arrived in Uganda to take part in the global coalition of 
Africa meeting which is taking place in Kampaia this 
week. President Soglo whose aircraft set down at 
Entebbe Airport at 6:57 AM this morning 1s accompa- 
nied by his wife, Mrs. Rosine Soglo. [passage omitted] 


Senegal’s Diouf Arrives 
EA0505194092 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 5 May 92 


[Excerpts] President Abdou Diouf of Senegal is in 
Uganda on a three-day state visit at the invitation of 
President Yoweri Museveni. The Senegalese leader, who 
arrived in Uganda at 1612 this evening, was received at 
Entebbe International Airport by his host, President 
Yower Museveni. [passage omitted] 


At the end of his state visit to Uganda, President Abdou 
Diouf will stay on and attend the two-day Global! Coali- 
tion for Africa Forum. 


Botswana's Masire Addresses Group 


MB0505200192 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1610 GMT S§ May 92 


[Text] The president, Sir Ketumile Masire, says Africa 
has a rich history of participation and consensus 
building in traditional institutions. Sir Ketumile was 
addressing the Global Coalition for Afnca, the GCA, 
Subcommittee on Government and Democracy in the 
Ugandan capital, Kampala, today. 


The meeting 1s atiended by, among others, President 
Yoweri Museveni of Uganda and President Nicephore 
Soglo of Benin, who had accepted an invitation from Sir 
Ketumile to co-chair the committee with him. 


The president told delegates that Africans are not 
uncomforable with the subject of democratic dialogue 
and pluralistic change currently sweeping across the 
continent. 


He said by nature and culture Africa is not undemocratic 
at local and village levels. He said the conference 1s to 
give delegates the opportunity to debate and discuss 
some issues which may help facilitate the process of 
democratization. 


He suggested that the committee should discuss issues of 
socioeconomic development, democracy, and gover- 
nance in Africa, in order to reach consensus on general 
principles and define a policy framework for .2e devel- 
opment and support of specific institutions, and for the 
growth of a civil society conducive to the furtherance of 
democratic principles and improved government. 
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He appealed to them to discuss those issues in the light of 
both their political will and their exnerience of what was 
feasible, given economic, political, and social constraints 
in Africa. 


Sir Ketumile said the need for action was even greater 
than it was when the GCA had its first advisor meeting 
in Paris last September, when several Afnican countnes 
had just committed themselves to a democratic process. 


Referring to South Africa, Sir Ketumile said the recent 
whites-only referendum on reform showed that whites in 
that country are in favor of a democratic process which 
has been initiated by President de Klerk, the ANC 
[African National Congress] leader Mr. Nelson Mandela, 
and leaders of other anti-apartheid movements. 


The conference 1s being held behind closed doors. 


Nigeria’s Babangida Meets Diplomats in Namibia 
AB0605 163092 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Nigeria has expressed optimism that the Afmcan 
Economic Community can become a reality earlier than 
the 34 years set for its realization. The OAU chairman, 
President Ibrahim Babangida, said, however, that for the 
objective to be achieved, African countries must vigor- 
ously pursue bilateral, regional and continental eco- 
nomic cooperation. General Babangida was speaking 
today in Windhoek when he addressed African ambas- 
sadors accredited to Namibia. He said that Afnmcan 
nations had no choice but to work together because the 
greatest challenge facing the contineni was that of eco- 
nomic survival and development. 


On conflict resolution, the OAU chairman disclosed that 
the Sudanese crisis would be addressed at an all-party 
conference in Abuja by the end of this month. President 
Babangida renewed the call on liberation movements in 
South Afnca to unite and present a common front at 
CODESA [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] 
negotiation. 


Responding on behalf of his colleagues, the dean of 
diplomatic corps and Angola's ambassador, Mr. Rie- 
beiro, said that they valued President Babangida’s lead- 
ership role in Africa, especially in conflict resolution. He 
wished the OAU chairman a fruitful tenure. 


President Babangida is today touring mining and indus- 
trial establishments in the western part of that country. 


[In the same news cast it is reported: “A Nigeria- 
Namibia joint commission was today inaugurated in 
Windhoek, the Namibian capital. The commission will 
promote and coordinate economic, scientific, and tech- 
nical cooperation between the two countries. It will also 
ensure effective implementation of all agreements signed 
by the two countries. 


[“Speaking at the inauguration, the minister of foreign 
affairs, Retired Major General Ike Nwachukwu, stressed 
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the need for Nigeria and Namibia to promptly address 
the factors responsible for the iow volume of trade 
between them. Gen. Nwachukwu and his Namibian 
counterpart, Mr. Theo-Ben Gurirab, caled on each 
others government to encourage regular contact between 
the private sectors.” 


Zambia-Zaire-Zimbabwe Energy Talks Deadlocked 


MB0605 184992 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] The ongoing [words indistinct] talks between 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Zaire seemed to have entered a 
deadlock about 1830 after having started around 1000 
with no agreement in sight. According to ZNBC [Zambia 
National Broadcasting Corporation] news staffer David 
Kandawire, energy ministers of the three countries 
joined the talks with experts from the countries’s elec- 
tricity companies at the talks. [sentence as heard] 


Sources in Livingstone say the parties cannot agree on 
tanff charges and the prices for power exports and 
imports. Zimbabwe has to start importing electricity 
from Zaire, via Zambia, to meet her shortfall when 
Zambia cuts power to Zimbabwe tomorrow, and not 
tonight, as earlier reported, in view of the drought which 
has reduced export generation of power, however, the 
export of power from Zaire, via Zambia, to Zimbabwe, 
will depend on an agreement being reached by the three 
countries tonight. 
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Zimbabwe's Nkomo New IO Conference President 
MBO60S055592 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2012 GMT 5 May 92 


{Text] Harare May 5 SAPA—Zimbabwe’s Minister of 
Labour. Manpower Planning and Social Welfare. John 
Nkomo, was on Tuesday [$ May] elected president of the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) Tnpartite Con- 
ference on Southern Africa in Harare. the ZIANA news 
agency reports. 


Addressing the four-day conference after his election. Mr 
Nkomo said he was concerned that most countries in 
southern Africa were experiencing violence because of 
apartheid in South Africa 


“Questions of regional integration and collective pros- 
perity 1s a cause for concern for al! of the southern 
Afncan region,” he said. 


ILO Deputy Director-General Herbert Maier said: “The 
ILO 1s proud of its record in the campaign to end 
apartheid since the 1960s.” 


He said the organisation had mad? substantial contribu- 
tions to liberation organisations and trade unions 


The conference, the second to be hosted by Zimbabwe in 
four years, 1s being attended by delegates from 25 countries 
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Group Demonstrates Against U.S. ‘Imperialism’ 


M BO0605 143092 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1419 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Cape Town May 6 SAPA—Cape Town police 
arrested 26 people in the city centre during a placard 
demonstration outside the American Embassy on 
Wednesday [6 May] afternoon. 


A police liaison officer said tearsmoke was used after 
some people resisted arrest. 


The spokeswoman said one policeman was robbed of his 
pistol and three policemen suffered slight facial injuries. 
Some policemen intended to lay charges of assault 
against the demonstrators, she added. 


Attempts were also made by a group of people to set the 
arrested people free. 


A spokesman for the organisation that staged the dem- 
onstration, the Anti-Imperialist Solidamty, said they 
were protesting against American imperialism and 
aggression, specifically against Libya and Iran. 


Fighting apparently broke out when police attempted to 
confiscate banners and placards proclaiming “Death to 
America” and “Long Live Palestine”. 


No comment was forthcoming from the American 
Embassy. 


Kenyan Foreign Minister ‘To Formalize’ Relations 


MB0605 200892 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1500 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] A delegation from Kenya, led by the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr. Wilson Ndola Ayah, has arrived in 
South Africa to formalize relations between the two 
countries. A spokesman for the Department of Foreign 
Affairs said an agreement would be signed during the 
delegation’s six-day visit which would establish formal 
relations between the two countries. The delegation will 
have discussions with the minister of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Pik Botha; the deputy minister of constitutional devel- 
opment, Dr. Tertius Delport; the president of the ANC 
[African National Congress], Mr. Nelson Mandela; and 
the president of the Inkatha Freedom Party, Dr. Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi. 


De Klerk Announces Government, NP Codesa Teams 


MB0705105192 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0919 GMT 7 May 92 


[By Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Cape Town May 7 SAPA—The new minister of 
constitutional development, Mr Roelf Meyer, and the 
minister of law and order, Mr Hernus Kriel, have been 
switched from the National Party [NP] to the SA [South 
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Afncan] Government's team for the next plenary session 
of Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa]. 


Mr Leon Wessels, the new minister of manpower, local 
government and national housing, and Dr Boy Gelden- 
huys, MP for Brentwood, have been appointed in their 
places to represent the National Party. 


The state president, Mr F. W. de Klerk, in his capacity as 
head of government and leader of the NP, issued two 
media statements on Thursday announcing the new 
government and NP Codesa teams. 


Mr Kriel and Mr Meyer replace the retired minister of 
finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, and the former minister 
of constitutional development, Dr Gerrit Viljoen, on the 
governement’s team at Codesa II. Both men were on the 
National Party team at Codesa I last December. 


The state president will again head the government team 
with Dr Dawie de Villiers, Cape leader of the party, 
heading the NP team. 


The full government team 1s: President F. W. de Klerk 
(leader), Minister Pik Botha (foreign affairs), OFS 
[Orange Free State] leader, Minister Kobie Coetsee (jus- 
tice), Minister Sam de Beer (education and training), 
Minister Rina Venter (national health), Munisters 
Hernus Kriel and Roelf Meyer, Minister Abe Williams 
(HOR [House of Representatives] education and cul- 
ture), deputy ministers Tertius Delport (constitutional 
development) Johan Scheepers (law and order) and 
Tobie Meyer (agriculture). 


Their advisors are: the directors general of the State 
President's Department (Dr Jannie Roux), constitu- 
tional development (Dr Niel Barnard) and foreign affairs 
(Mr Neil van Heerden) as well as the commissioner of 
police, General Johann van der Merwe and the com- 
mander in chief of the SADF [South African Defense 
Force}, General Kat Liebenberg. 


The full NP team is: Minister Dawie de Villiers (public 
enterprises), Minister George Bartlett (Natal leader, 
mineral and energy affairs), Dr Stoffel van der Merwe 
(secretary general), Mr Jac Rabie (chairman: ministers’ 
council HOR [House of Representatives] and NP 
leader), Minister Leon Wessels (manpower, local govern- 
ment and national housing), Mr Jurie Mentz MP and 
Natal chairman, Dr Boy Geldenhuys MP, Mr Paul 
Farrell MP (Bethlehem), Mr Gert Myburgh MP (PE 
[Port Elizabeth] north), Mr Chris Fismer MP (Rissik), 
Mrs Anne Routier (member of the President's Council) 
and Dr Frik van Heerden MP (Bloemfontein north). 


They are advised by: MPs Lampie Fick (Caledon), Frik 
van Deventor (Durbanville) and Patrick McKenzie 
(Bonteheuwei), and Mrs Joan Hunter and Prof Ignus 
Rautenbach. 


Subs please note: Please add to government advisors 
above the name of Mr Fanie van der Merwe, constitu- 
tional advisor. 
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Codesa ‘Working Group Three’ Given Extension 
MB0605 180292 Johanneshure SAP 4 in English 
1725 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Johannesburg May 6 SAPA—Monday will be 
D-Day for Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South 
Africa] to reach agreement on transitional executive 
structures, or phase one of an interim government. 


Negotiators on the crucial issue have “en given the 
extension as the working group .anaot meet Codesa’s 
internal deadline to present all final agreement reports 
on Thursday {7 May]. 


Without agreement on an interim government al! other 
decisions reached at Codesa may be rendered ineffective. 


“Monday is D-Day for Working Group Three. It is 
adoption day”, said group Chairman Dr Patrick Maduna 
of kaNgwane’s Inyandza National Movement. 


“We will have to wait unt1l Monday to see whether we go 
to Codesa II with a recommendation on a transitional 
executive structure (TES).” 


He was speaking on Wednesday after delegates had 
decided to adjourn to consult their principals before a 
full working group meeting next Monday. 


Delegates from the African National Congress-axis 
accused the government of refusing to share executive 
power during phase one of an interim government and in 
effect trying to cling to a veto mght. 


Transkeian military leader Maj-Gen Bantu Holomisa, an 
alternate delegate who attended Codesa proceedings this 
week, led the attack against the government. 


“What emerges ... is its steadfast determination not to 
share power during the transition but to retain as mv 4 
power as it can in order to veto the will of the majority 
participants in Codesa,” he said in a statement to SAPA. 


Threats were made by some delegates that as a last resort 
the working group would “force the hands” of those 
opposed to the TES recommended in a technical com- 
mittee report by presenting a “majority” and a “munor- 
ity” report to Codesa’s second plenary session next 
Friday and Saturday. 


The minority report would be the positions of the 
government and Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP]}, 
according to delegates. They envisaged the government 
being “forced” to read out its dissenting position “before 
the world”. 


The pro-power-sharing technical report would be the 
majority one. 


Gen Holomisa said if the SA [South Afncan] Govern- 
ment did not reveal its true position on power-sharing 
before Codesa II, there was no option but for the 
international community to become actively involved in 
the negotiation process. 
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“Codesa participants in all working groups have...ex- 
hausted themselves—it is now up to the (President F W) 
de Klerk government to indicate to Codesa and the 
world at large how much ground i is prepared to 
concede to ¢ ther forces.” 


Dr Maduna confirmed the working group had been 
unable to agree on whal exact executive powers a pro- 
posed transitional executive council, as part of the TES, 
would have. 


The tech.tical report states that the TES “will have a 
multi-party character and will be vested with ¢ Tective 
executive powers”, adding the TES should be constituted 
according to legislation agreed at Codesa. 


The IFP is reportedly demanding greater regional powers 
to be entrenched during the interim government stage. 


Ciskei Not To Participate in Interim Government 


MB0605 201392 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1918 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Bisho May 6 SAPA—Ciskei muilttary ruler Bnga- 
dier Oupa Gqozo dug in his political heels on 
Wednesday [6 May] when he said that while his admin- 
istration was Committed to re-incorporation into South 
Africa, 1t would not participate in an interim govern- 
ment at this stage. 


“Our position is clear. Ciskei will not participate in an 
interim government at this stage. but we will remain a 
participant in Codesa [Convention for a Democratic 
South Africa] and will be part and parcel of the consti- 
tution-making body.” he said in a statement in Bisho. 


Until his administration knew what it would be joining, 
the homeland would keep its options open on when it 
would rejoin South Africa. 


“What is clear though, is that what Ciskei will rejoin 
should be better than what we had during the period of 
so-called independence.” he concluded. 


Government Approves OAL Delegation Visit 


MBO0705065992 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 7 May 92 


[Text] The government has approved a visit to South 
Africa by a delegation of the Organization of African 
Unity to investigate the violence in this country. The 
director general of foreign affairs, Mr. Neil van Heerden, 
has informed the Nigerian high commissioner in 
Botswana that the delegation will be assisted to judge the 
situation objectively 


The Pan-Africanist Congress said yesterday that a dele- 
gation representing five OAU member countnes would 
arrive in South Africa on Wednesday. The delegation 
will be headed by the Nigenan minister of foreign affairs, 
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Mayor General Ike Nwachukwu, anu wo ld also consist 
of representatives of Algeria, the Congo, Uganda, and 
Zimbabwe. 


ANC Welcomes Visit 
MBO0705992992 Johannesburg SAFA in English 
0911 GMT 7 Muy 92 


{(Text] Johannesburg May 7 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] has lauded the announcement 
that an Organisation of African Unity (OAU) violence 
monitoring group wi! arrive in South Africa this Sunday 
[1G May]. 


“To date an estimated 15,000 people have been killed as 
a result of the violence that is raging in our country. No 
civilised society can allow this carnage to continue, and 
all efforts to expose and stamp out the source of the 
violence have met with only limited success,”’ the ANC 
said on Thursday. 


Consequently the ANC had called on the international 
community to send independent monitoring groups to 
South Africa with the specific task of observing and 
investigating the violence. 


At a meeting of the OAU ad hoc committee on southern 
Africa, held in Arusha, Tanzania on 28 Apnl, ANC 
President Nelson Mandela once again strongly argued 
the case for setting up an OAU monitoring group on 
violence. 


The ANC expressed its delight that the OAU, in view of the 
gravity of the situation, had responded so speedily and 
favourably with the establishment of the monitoring group. 
This body would complement efforts by the National Peace 
committee and others to put an end to violence. 


The ANC reiterated its commitment to give the OAU 
monitoring group, and the national peace accord struc- 
tures, all the necessary co-operation and assistance 
saying it was sure that all other parties and organisations 
involved in the peace process would do likewise. 


International Peacekeeping Force ‘Impractical’ 


MB0605 180192 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1500 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Bilateral discussions between the government and 
African National Congress [ANC] on Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] and 
arms caches are continuing, and greater clarity on the 
matter could be achieved by Friday [8 May]. 


The minister of law and order, Mr. Hernus Kriel, told a 
news conference in Cape Town that matters arising from the 
Groote Schuur and Pretoria Minutes and the D.F. Malan 
Accord were being discussed. The ANC also wants the 
natter of the release of political prisoners to be settled. 


Replying to a question, Mr. Kriel said it would be totally 
impractical to have an international peacekeeping force 
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to end the violence in South Africa. He said 111,000 
policemen and between 10 and 15,000 membirs of the 
defense force were being used to combat violence at 
preseni. He said tt would be impossible to bring suffi- 
cient members of a peacekeeping force to South Afnica. 
He pointed out that a large number of pecole would be 
required if a monitoring force were to come to South 
Africa. At least 1,000 monitors would be required if they 
were to accompany every patrol in Soweto alone. 


Peace Process Monitors Train ‘Private Armies’ 


MB0705071192 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 7 May 92 


[Text] The leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party, Dr. 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, says that he is concerned about 
the fact that some of the countries invited to monitor the 
peace process in South Africa are training members of 
South African private armies. 


Dr. Buthviezi said he had rejected an invitation from the 
general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches to discuss the issue of international supervi- 
sion because he received it only yesterday. He said his 
Organization reiterated its Opposition to international 
interference in South Africa's domestic affairs. 


Kriel Says SAP Not Sole Player in Violence 


MB0605 145792 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1321 GMT 6 May 92 


[By Political Correspondent Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Cape Town May 6 SAPA—The minister of law 
and order, Mr. Hernus Kriel, said on Wednesday [6 
May] he was not satisfied with the conduct of the police 
but they were not the only role players in the violence. 


Reacting to questions at the weekly Codesa [Convention 
for a Democratic South Africa] briefing about the Trust 
Feeds investigation, he said he would not hesitate to act 
against any policeman who was guilty of acting illegally. 


Earlier when he had been asked whether he was satisfied 
with the conduct of the police, he replied: “No, | am not 
satisfied with the conduct of the police. Nor am | 
satisfied with the conduct of the ANC [Afncan National 
Congress} and Inkatha. 


“But the police are not the only role players in the violence. 
That is why I submitted my document to Codesa. 


“I want people to see the fallacy of laying charges at the 
door of the police. Let's level the playing fields. Let's face 
up to our responsibilities and stop blaming other people 
for our own inability to deal with problems.” 


Mr. Kriel denied that the document presented at Codesa 
was a unilateral judgement on whether there was too 
much violence for the political process to continue. 
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He saiJ there was wide acceptance uf the fact that. as 
violence was presenting itself in Nata! and in the PWV 
area, there was no chance for free and fair eleciions. 


“That's our perception. When we come to timeframes 
for the implementation of decisions, then parties (at 
Codesa) must put their view if they believe the climate 1s 
rght for free and fair elections.” 


On the Trust Feeds issue he was asked whether the govern- 
ment had the political will to pursue and prosecute senior 
officers who were found to have been culpable. 


Mr. Knel said senior officers had. after judgement was 
delivered in the tnal. decided to appoint Genera! Basie 
Smit to haadle further investigations. When he was 
informed of this, he had reserved the mght to “do 
something more substantial and impartial.” 


On this basis he decided to appoint a retired senior 
regional court magistrate who would also conduct his 
OWN investigations. 


“If there 1s any new evidence of criminal actions on the 
part of any member of the SAP [South African Police]. I 
will not hesitate to act against them,” he said. 


Trust Feeds was a most unhappy occurance for the 
SAP—not only because it happened but also because the 
investigation had not proceeded the way it should have. 


“It must be remembered though that it was a policeman 
who investigated it and we are proud we have officers of 
the calibre of Major Dutton,” he said. 


ANC Spo esman on Peace Accord Violations 


MBO0605 163292 Johannesburg Radio RSA in English 
1100 GMT 6 May 92 


{Report on interview with Professor Kader Asmal. 
Afncan National Congress negotiator at the Convention 
for a Democratic South Afnca, by reporter Steyn de 
Preuter. place and date not given—From the “Afnca 
South” program] 


[Text] The Afncan National Congress [ANC] has hit 
back at South Afncan Government criticism of alleged 
ANC violations of the peace accord signed by al! political 
parties last year. The ANC was reacting to a document 
tabled by Law and Order Minister Hernus Ke! at South 
Africa’s multiparty transitional negotiation forum. 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Afnca]. 
this week. 


The document contains details of alleged contraventions 
of the peace accord and other bilateral agreements 
between the ANC and the government. 


The ANC says Codesa is not the appropnate forum for 
the hearing of such senseless, distorted, and ("selective) 
aliegations which are apparently aimed at discrediting 
the ANC. On the line to Steyn de Preuter is ANC 
negotiator, Professor Kader Asmal. 
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[Begin reco: ing] [Asmal] There are numerous and sub- 
Stantial aveuues which the goverument could have 
chosen to pursue its charges against the ANC. It chose to 
ignore these channels. (*such as) the National Peace 
Accord and bilateral relations with the government and 
relied solely on bringing the matter on the last day of 
Working Group Ore of Codesa 


Many delegations cnticized both the timing and the 
content of the document. It was selective. it was dis- 
torted. and tendentious. and clearly motivated by» 
attempts to discredit the ANC and other forces who are 
mentioned in the document. 


Most delegations referred to the fact that the government 
will refuse to recognize that the pmmary responsibility 
for dealing with the violence rests with the government 
If there are examples (of inciting) to violence. then there 
1S a procedure that exists. and that procedure should be 
followed. 


[De Preuter} Do you think it could be a wise thing to link 
progress and activities of the National Peace Accord 
with Codesa” 


{Asmal] It's totally untenable. It 1s totally an at 

change the ground rules that Codesa | established. the 
ground rules for movement [words indistinct) for 
working groups were tc report. and these are the factors 
the working groups should take into account the existing 
law, practice. the need for intenm arrangements. the 
constitution-making bods 


The government 1s trying to inject a new condition. It's 
an attempt. really. to interfere with Codesa II by raising 
the issues and trying to ensure that one or other parties 
are not able to live up to their responsibilities. [end 
recording} 


Inkatha Convoy, Central Committee Man Attacked 
AM BO605 192192 Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
1W05 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg May 6 SAPA—An Inkatha convoy 
including a member of the organisation's Centra! Com- 
mittee. Dav d Ntombela. was attacked outside Pietermar- 
itzburg on Wednesday [6 May] evening. police confirmed 


Pietermaritzburg Police Liaison Officer Captain Henry 
Budrham said several shots were fired at the convoy in 
Edendale and a police escort returned fire. but nobody 
was injured 


inkatha Institute spokesman Ed Tillet said the convoy 
had been arranged by Mr Ntombela to take workers 
home to neighbouring Elandskop because of “th: 
African National Congress [ANC] strangle-hold on 
transport in the Edendale valley” 


He said some of the shots came from a blue minibus 
travelling on a parallel road. but Capt Budrham could 
not confirm this 
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Mr Tillet linked the attack to the ANC, saying it was arn 
attempt on Mr Ntombela’s life. 


However, Capt Budrham said the attackers were uniden- 
tified and no motive had beer established. 


7 May Press Review on Current Events, Issues 
Wf BO705 135792 


[Editonal Repe.t} 


THE CITIZEN 


CP's Treurnmicht Knowledge of School Bombing Unac- 
ceptable—Mr Koos Botha, the MP for Wonderboom, 
who was expelled from the Conservative Party, CP. 
“confesses openly to having planted the bomb that 
caused heavy damage to the Hillview High School in 
Pretoria to keep the children of ANC [Afncan National 
Congress} exiles from being educated there,” begins the 
page 6 editonal in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 6 May. “We find the role of Dr Andries 
Treurnicht, leader of the Conservative Party, quite unac- 
ceptable. He admits that he was informed by someone in 
January of Mr Botha’s alleged involvement in the Hill- 
view bombing, but did nothing as the police had already 
investigated the matter.” Treurnicht should have “sus- 
pended” Koos Botha who is a “disgrace to Parlianient 
and should go.” 


TH. STAR 


Conservative Party Leader Shouid Resign— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 7 May in a page 
18 editorial discusses Conservative Party, CP, leader 
Andnes Treurnicht’s acknowledgement that he knew of 
former CP member Koos Botha’s involvement in a 
schoo! bombing. “How can this former man of the cloth 
possibly justify his action—or, more properly, inac- 
tron—in turning a blind eye to allegations of violent, 
illegal conduct by one of his MPs?” “Dr Treurnicht and 
his colleagues make much of the fact groups such as the 
ANC have previously indulged in ‘terrorism’—and they 
use this to justify their refusal to enter into negotiations 
with extra-parliamentary groups. The inconsistency of 
this position, in the light of the Koos Botha confessions, 
is breathtaking.” Treurnicht’s position is “indefensible, 
and he should resign.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Criticism of Early Release of Prisoners—Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 7 May in a page 10 
editonal says Correctional Services Minister Adnaan 
Viok should be “retired”. “Vlok seems not to understand 
the fuss when a killer sentenced to 27 years is freed after 
nine months. Not even after months of complaints from 
judges, lawyers, MPs and the public about the early 
release of dangerous prisoners, and his own promises to 
have departmental policy reassessed. There was a mis- 
take, Vlok tells Parliament; the man should actually have 
served a year. Sorry about that, but steps have already 
been taken to prevent a recurrence.” “This reflects badly 
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on government, and particularly on President De Klerk 
who allows this perversion ut justice to continue. Nor 
will it help the police force: the next policeman convicted 
of serious crimes can expect heavy jasi terms to counter 
anticipated remission. hose guilty of murder will never 
be released if they are sentenced , as in America. to life 
plus 99 years.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Violence Not Solely “‘White-Inspired Problem’—“Mr Nelson 
Mandela would be badly amiss if he, as would appear from 
reports of the OAU conference in Dakar, sees township 
violence solely as a white-inspired problem,” warns a page 6 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 4 May. 
Among the many elements that cause the violence, is 
“unquestionably the sinister and alarming catalyst of a 
so-called ‘third force’-—and maybe even more forces of evil 
intent. It is ght that the government should be called to 
account for its appalling failure at least to limit the working 
and spread of this poison, even where remedies are at hand, 
if difficult to take. What is not helpful, however, is for 
leaders of the stature of Mr Mandela to reduce the problem 
to such emotive levels as comparisons with Nazi Germany 
‘where people were killed only Secause they were Jews’ and 
to speak sweepingly of white indifference to the tragedy.” 


TRANSVALER 


Editorial Views Mandela ‘Attack’ on De Klerk—Mr. 
Nelson Mandela will not even observe the most basic 
courtesy, such as calling the state president, Mr. De 
Klerk. He refers to the state president in speeches and on 
television as Ic Klerk,” notes a page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 30 April. 
“This is ill-mannered and not fitting for a senior politi- 
cian, especially not one aspiring to be head of state. 
Despite the fact that he ignores protocol, Mr. Mandela, 
as Mr. De Klerk refers to him, regards the president as 
his personal target. He does not let any chance slip by to 
attack “De Klerk’, usually unjustified. By saying in a 
newspaper interview certain facts indicate that Mr. De 
Klerk is directly involved in violence, Mr. Mandela 1s 
criticizing the status of a man who reieased him from 
prison and the same man who unbanned the ANC.” 
“Within two years Mr. De Klerk has gained interna- 
tional recognition as a statesman who is honestly trying 
to establish a just political dispensation. Compared to 
this Mr. Mandela has done little to really place him 
above other ordinary politicians.” “He is sitting in a 
glass house and throwing siwnes at Mr. de Klerk and the 
government while ANC members are active in black 
townships, parading in police ciothes and carrying for- 
eign weapons, and while one of his lieutenants is threat- 
ening to make Bophuthatswana ungovernable with neck- 
lace murders. Mr. De Klerk has tackled an impossible 
situation and has done more than anyone expected from 
him. Mr. Mandela can begin by sweeping in front of his 
own glass house and by studying a book on etiquette.” 
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BEELD In the fleet the joke is not appreciated, possibly because 


“Weak Leadership’ in Ch Ranks —“The surprising revela- 
tions by former CP MPs Koos Botha and Koos van der 
Merwe in RAPPORT this weckend will still be sending 
more shockwaves through the mght-wing community,” 
begins a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 4 May. “Of particular importance is the 
picture of political bankruptcy and weak leadership 
unfolding in the CP that makes it impossible for the party 
to coniinue existing in its present form. Only a complete 
revision of their policy, aimed at an Afrikaner homeland 
for nght-wingers, will still make the party relevant but the 
CP leadership of Dr. Ardnes Treurnicht and Ferdi Hartz- 
enberg is so hesitant and ultraconservative that it would be 
difficult to convince them of this.” “For this reason the 
present leaders should ask then)selves if they still have a 
contribution to make. As far as we are concerned they 
should make way for a new generation who can play a 
more relevant role.” “‘New leadership and a new vision are 
also ne~essary because it is clear that the present leaders 
are not capable of countering the dangerous desperation in 
right-wing circles, the type of desperation that turned Koos 
Botha into a saboteur.” “It is clear that the nght-wing 
objections to Codesa are mere excuses for nonparticipa- 
tion because there is no negotiation team.” “All that is 
needed is true leadership.” 


Pik Botha Transvaal Leader Election Completes ‘Politi- 
cal Circle’—*A political circle has been completed with 
the election of Mr. Pik Botha as Transvaal leader of the 
National Party [NP],”” begins a second editorial on the 
same page. “It has now become his task to play a 
leadership role within a party whose values are widely 
marketable. This will be no easy task. He is well known 
for attempts to gain support for the NP among present 
representatives of the Tricameral Parliament and their 
supporters but success in the black communities will be 
more difficult. It will be interesting to see if he will also 
be as popular on other political platforms as he is among 
whites. If he should be successful in this regard and if he 
meets the challenges set by his new post then an inter- 
esting period of g:owth awaits the Transvaal NP.” 


* Fleet Described on Navy's 70th Anniversary 


92AF0687A Johannesburg VRYE WEEKBLAD 
in Afrikaans 2 Apr 92 p 13 


[Report by Ina van der Linde: “The Armed Forces’ Little 
Stepbrother is Turning 70”; first paragraph is VRYE 
WEEKBLAD introduction] 


[Text] The South African Fleet is 70 years old today. A 
group of media people were taken on an extensive fleet 
tour as part of the birthday celebration. Ina van der 
Linde, an illiterate with respect to military matters, tells 
us what she was able to understand. 


A stubborn joke about the South Afncan Navy is going 
around: Because of the lack of a battleship which can serve 
as a flagship, the headquarters of the fleet in Pretoria has 
been designated as flagship. The SAS Pretoria. 


it hits too close to home. It is general knowledge that the 
fleet has been the Armed Forces’ little stepbrother for 
many years already. Last year the fleet received only 
about 8.7 percent of the defense budget. That is consid- 
erably less than the almost 50 percent (4.58 billion rands) 
which goes to the so-called Special Defense account, the 
same fund from which the BSB [expansion not given] is 
funded and which 1s used for the acquisiticn of weapons 
and electronic equipment. 


SAS, as I found out after various wild speculations, 
stands for SA [Republic of South Africa] Ship. Not for 
SA Naval Service (that was the first name for tue fleet 
from 1922 to 1934). And not for SA Naval Forces (the 
name for the fleet from 1942 to 1948). It is a British 
inheritance which originated from the title: His Maj- 
esty’s South African Ship. 


The fact that trainizs , bases on land, such as SAS 
Saldanha, or SAS Rand (Johannesburg, which I can 
assure you is no ocean), or SAS Hugo Bierman, a 
building in Simonstad which serves as a submarine base, 
are named “ship.” is something of which the logic 
escapes me. 


Perhaps the explanation is that sailors after a long time 
at sea no longer know the difference between buildings 
and ships. Especially after rocking back and forth for a 
few weeks in a large supply ship such as the SAS 
Tafelberg, “the biggest and the best” of the fleet, which ts 
almost six stories high, one may feel like being in an 
office block-cum-residential block. 


The Tafelberg, slim and grey, with a red keel which just 
barely emerges from the water, is a supply ship which 
carries fuel, water, and dry rations for other attack ships. 


The ship has the length of almost two rugby fields and 
about half the width, and has a crew of eight officers and 
92 men. It weights 17,610 tons—a fact which is only 
useful if you compare it to an aircraft carrier such as the 
USS Dwight Eisenhower which weighs 92,000 tons, has 
the length of 3 % rugby fields and a crew of 6,100. 


The Tafelberg is the ship which in 1982 was involved in 
the disastrous collision with the frigate President Paul 
Kruger. The frigate turned in front of the Tafelberg with 
an incorrect maneuver. Sixteen crew members died in 
the collision and the Paul Kruger sank. 


The mate of the Paul Kruger, the SAS President Preto- 
rius, a frigate of 2,250 tons, is rusting away in the harbor 
of Simonstad because there is no money to repair it. The 
President Pretorius also was part of the calamitous 
maneuver. Involuntarily, I thought of Monsarrat’s “Ship 
who died of shame.” 


Today the fleet no longer has a warship or vessel 
equipped to track and pursue submarines. Also the 
long-distance navy airplanes, the old Shackletons which 
could be used for naval tracking, were withdrawn a long 
time ago. The fact that the fleet does not possess a 
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so-called “submarine-tracking capability,” except for 
those three submarines, is seen as the biggest deficiency 
in the defense equipment of the fleet. 


Most of the vessels in the fleet are rapidly nearing the 
end of thetr lives. The Tafelberg is 34 years old and has 
been rebuilt a number of times a!ready. But the ship 1s 
not as old as the SAS Protea, which was launched in 
1922. The Protea is a hydrographic vessel and is used to 
chart the shoreline of South Africa to 200 nautical miles. 
Further there are the antimine forces which consist of 
eight small MTM [expansion not given] vessels which 
were acquired between 1955 and 1959. Four of those 
vessels were converted to mine sweepers in the seventies. 


Aside from a few other small ships, there are the three 
Daphne class submarines dating back to 1972 and which 
every few yezrs are dismantled, repaired, and put back 
into service with a ceremony and a few medals. 


The most modern vessels are the nine attack vessels—of 
“unknown orgin”™ and assembled in Durban—which 
have been added since 19°° “ho other more recent 
addition to the fleet is "*rakensberg, also a 
supply ship, but conside: 2» y niore modern. 


No wonder that the JA} “F) NCE WEEKLY refers 
to the SA Fleet as 2 “coast ,u..u.” 


And then there is the question: Should the fleet be 
anything more than a “coast guard,” considering the fact 
that the concept of “enemy” has been redefined lately, 
and the “communist threat” has been wiped off the 
world map? 


Commander Evert Groenewald of the fleet headquarters 
says that in peacetime the secondary role of a fleet 
emerges. The chief priorities will now become the 
enforcing of state authority in its own waters, the pro- 
tection of fish resources, giving aid, and supporting the 
diplomatic interests of the state. 


An example: Last year three Spanish fishing trawlers 
were illegally catching fish in Namibian waters. When 
the Namibians attacked, the trawlers fled to South 
African fishing waters to ask for protection from the 
Namibians. An attack vesse! and a minesweeper, and the 
necessary diplomacy, helped convince the trawlers to 
return to Luderitz, where the trawlers were confiscated 
and the violators had to pay a hefty fine. 


And then there was the aid given to the Oceanos, ‘ne 
diverting of a Taiwanese ship which was catching .1sh 
illegally in South African waters, and aid assisiarce to 
Zaire in updating the fleet bases in the Congo river 


Although the air force can give aid under such circum- 
stances, those tasks cannot be carned out by ai planes 
alone. A ship has certain characteristics which an air- 
plane lacks, and vice versa, he says. 


“In order to have a balanced military defense capacity 
and to maintain the country’s naval interests. it is 
essential for us to maintain a credible fleet.” 
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He believes that currently the fleet 1s adequate, but that 
around 1995 it will be necessary to start a replacement 


program. 


As to the future, he says: “In a penod of transition we 
expect priorities to be different for a government. Nev- 
ertheless I believe that the fleet will remain very much 
the same until 4 new government has entrenched itself. 
We do not think beyond that for the tume being.” 


Meanwhile the fleet still has the only submarine training 
center in Afnca, and it continues to be the largest 
(oldest?) fleet south of the Sahara. 


* Navy Diving School in Simonstown Described 
924F0687B Johannesburg VRYE WEEKBLAD 
in Afrikaans 2 Apr 92 pp 14-15 


[Report by Ina van der Linde: “We Can't Take In Meek 
and Easygoing Chaps”; first paragraph is VRYE WEEK- 
BLAD introduction} 


[Text] In the Ficet Diving School in Simonstown people 
are picked Dy hand to do the most dangerous work 
imaginable. It is the stuff movies are made of, says {na 
van der Linde. 


An obsession with dangerous adventures—to climb the 
sharpest clifi; barefoot, to dive the deepest, fly the 
highest—requires a certain degree of madness. 


When that obsession gains an altruistic motive, such as 
making 1 career out of danger and saving people in the 
process, protecting naval interests, and just being helpful 
in general, legends are born. 


The diving school of the fleet in Simonstown has drawn 
public attention with the rescue of the 255 passengers of 
the Oceanos. The scene is a pure movie script. The men 
of the diving school are lov. cred down, to the heeling ship 
where panic-stricken passengers are hanging on to the 
railings. The deck 1s as slippery as soap from rain and sea 
wa’er. The ship is bobbing around in large waves over 14 
m-ters high. The commander of one of the vessels which 
was sailing around the ship later described it as “the 
‘aost horrendous sea” of his entire career. 


The divers are lowered down by helicopter while the 
rope sways over the deck unmanageably in the 40- 
kilometer-per-hour wind. Everywhere there are cables 
and ropes in the way which makes conditions extremely 
dangerous for the helicopter. The ropes and cables first 
have to be cut off. One passenger loses her grip on a rope 
and falls 40 meters down into the deep dark ocean. A 
diver jumps after her, but he cannot see where the 
woman is, for the waves are too high. From above, 
people are screaming directions to him as to which way 
io swim. Then he has to carry her up a ladder, while 
story-high waves strike the side of the ship. Later on 
another passenger loses his grp and the process is 
repeated. 
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After all the passengers have been saved, the most dan- 
gerous task lies ahead: They have to eater the ship, whose 
bow was completely under water by that time, to look for 
potential survivors. Because the ship is heeling so much and 
they can no longer use the ladders, it becomes extremiy 
dangerous. If they were to slip and land in a space without 
an opening at the top, it would be their end. Half an hour 
after the ship was searched, it sank. 


They have dived into airplanes which crashed into the 
ocean while white killer whales swam around them, and 
they have saved dolphins stranded on the shore. And 
then there was the time when the fleet divers helped 
search for bodies in the Laingsburg flood disaster. There 
they dove under conditions where they could not see 
anything, with dangerous objects blocking their way, 
while a strong current threatened to carry them off. 


“We train men to be able to literally dive blind. We carry 
Out night dives and dives in dirty water where you 
cannot see even your hand in front of your mask. And 
they do a lot of cold-water dives. They are exposed to all 
the most extreme conditions, so that they develop so 
much self-confidence that they can do everything,” says 
Lieutenant Commander Andre Geldenhuys. 


Geldenhuys himself today received a decoration for his 
cont: bution in the rescue of the Oceanos passengers. He 
is tanned, muscular, and has a very hairy chest. He 
speaks rapidly and he has a healthy contempt for lan- 
guage conventions, and quite possibly also for small 
white men with white couts and thick glasses who spend 
all day behind desks. 


He rides his bicycle to work, runs eight to 10 kilometers 
a day and swims in the afternoons. “That is not to be 
tough, but to be prepared.” 


Nothing can be worse than the course for fleet divers, he 
says. For example, at one stage they have to swim 
through a pitch black pipe with a diameter of 1.5 meters. 
With oxygen tanks on their backs, they cannot swim 
upward, and they cannot turn around either. Instructors 
are waiting for them behind inlets in the pipe and 
perform their dirty trick. The air pipes are pinched 
closed, and the diving masks are yanked off. Anyone who 
panics stands no chance of completing the course. 


They must learn to dive for hours without a mask, for if 
something happens under water and a diver panics if he 
should lose his mask, he is useless. Further, they dive ‘n 
the coldest conditions possible, because resistance \o 
cold is another requirement. 


He tells about one time when they went diving in the 
Princess Valley on the Cape Plain. It is a swamp where 
the slimy muddy water is about three meters deep and 
contains corrugated iron sheets and glass and it 1s bitter 
cold. The divers had to go into that sludge and remain 
under, which is very difficult in such smooth water. The 
instructors are above and try to push divers down again 
if they come up. One diver found something to hold onto 
under water. When his air was running out, he decided to 
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bring it up. It was a bag, and in it was a man’s head, with 
a four-inch nail driven right into his forehead. 


The morning we arrived at the diving school, about 10 
half-naked men were running in formation with sand 
bags as large as cement bags on their shoulders, and their 
hair shorn off to their skin. This time it 1s a scene from 
a 007 movie. The chaps must be playing the role of 
villains, for only villains can look so mean and tough. 


After a run of several kilometers up the mountain behind 
the base, they jump into the cold Simonstown water 
(around |1 degrees) and swim about three kilometers. 
Then they return, shower and eat, and then the diving 
practice starts. Up to 10 hours a day. 


“We try to treat them decently, but we must cut them down 
to size. We know what a diver should be like, to resemble the 
final product. If we cut him down, we must build him up 
again to be the type of diver we want. The first few weeks are 
a nightmare. They are on the go the entire day and are 
continually under physical and psychological pressure. The 
course itself is a selection process. In that way we eliminate 
chaps who are not determined.” 


The half-naked men are in the course ‘or career divers. 
Only 10 of the 100 applicants were selected. The bald 
heads are for hygienic reasons, says Geldenhuys, but it is 
also a status symbol. Part I of the course takes 22 weeks 
and they are taught to dive down to 39 meters. They are 
trained to dive for sea mines, to track submarines, to do 
rescue work, and to handle explosives. 


After a few years on ships to gain experience, they can 
return for a deep-diving course. Then they are taught to 
dive down to a depth of 54 meters. That is the deepest 
fleet divers go, because sea mines which are located 
deeper and explode cannot do a lot of damage to a ship. 
They are taught to do salvage work, and weld and cut 
under water. 


The instructors’ course is only for the very toughest. 
They are the ones who learn how to make a bomb out of 
a cash register. 


How are divers selected? Geldenhuys says that first the basic 
fitness tests are done on would-be divers, and afterward they 
have to go through intensive psychological testing. By that 
time they know what they want in a diver. 


““His IQ must be higher than that required to become an 
officer. His technical skills must be higher than those of 
chaps who become apprentices. He must be physically 
fit, he must be able to resist extreme cold temperatures, 
he must not panic. Dedicated go-getters. 


“We cannot take in mee} and easygoing chaps. They must 
have plain guts and the aggression to do things. The prof. 2 
is one of an adventurer, a rolling stone; things must happen. 
We are really talking of a type of superman.” 


Sometimes it is a problem to keep the divers continually 
occupied. There must be challenges the whole day, other- 
wise they end up in trouble. Like the other night when six of 
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them went for a walk together and at the Tafelbaai harbor 
decided to tow six railway cars with a pick-up van. Once the 
cars Started rolling, they could not be stopped so easily. The 
van was almost pushed into the harbor. 


How are the supermen motivated now that there is no 
war to fight any longer? “The chaps say the war is over, 
and that is all very well, but that does not mean that we 
should sit on the beach and smoke. We must be prepared 
to do our duty at any time.” 


Such willingness to sacrifice is remarkable. If one forgets 
for a moment that the fleet’s divers can also be used to 
enforce ideology, one could unabashedly call them 
heroes. Fortunately now it 1s peace time. And we do need 
heroes, do we not? 


* Military Service for White Men: Unenforceable 


924F0703A Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
29 Mar 92 p2 


{Article by Buks Pietersen: “Can § UF [South African 
Defense Force] Not Force Foot Stamping?”’} 


[Text] A great deal of confusion has reemerged con- 
cerning the enforceability of the Defense Act following a 
Supreme Court ruling Friday in which it was found that 
failure to register for military conscription is not a 
punishable crime. 


Earlier claims by the left wing and the right wing to the 
eifect that the 1957 Defense Act is applicable only to 
whites and that that law is no longer enforceable since 
the repeal of the Population Registration Act have sud- 
denly gained new status. 


Judge G. Leveson, assisted by Judge J.P. Roux, upheld 
an earlier ruling by a magistrate in an appeal by the state. 
In what is described as an important test case, it was 
found that violation of Art. 63 (1A) of the Defense 
Act—which stipulates that it is the duty of all white 
South African men to register for conscription at age 
!o—1s not a punishable crime. 


Although the Defense Force in unwilling to comment 
until the complete ruling has been studied by its legal 
experts, it does appear from interviews that the Defense 
Force will continue to call up young men for conscrip- 
tion even if they have not applied for registration. 


Former Minister of Defense General Magnus Malan 
announced shortly before leaving that post that young 
men have been identified for conscription as far as eight 
years in advance, based on the population register. Thus 
far, how legal that practice 1s and to what extent the 
Department of Internal Affairs is involved in it has not 
been publicly discussed 


Mr. Roelf Meyer, the curreat minister of defense, reem- 
phasized this week what a pivotal role the Defense Force 
must play in preserving stability during the transitional 
phase and after implementation of a new constitution. 
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He said that the government's starting point 1s that the 
Defense Force and Police are the national forces respon- 
sible for the security of the state and of all its citizens. 


It is also the government's obligation to see to it that 
those forces are materially and legally equipped to do 
their jobs. The security forces stand between security and 
progress on the one hand and disorder on the other hand, 
he said. 


This week’s Supreme Court decision comes after Mr. 
Peter auf der Heyde was previously charged with vio- 
lating certain articles of the Defense Act by failing to 
register for conscription. He was never asked to enter a 
plea and was “pardoned” after the magistrate found that 
the charges against him did not betray any crime. 


A spokesman for the End Conscription Campaign wel- 
comed the Supreme Court ruling and said that it is now 
impossible for the Defense Force to force white men to 
register for conscription. 


In Defense Force circles, there is speculation about how 
valid the ruling is in cases where people have already 
registered for conscription or are in the process. Ques- 
tions are also being raised about how this affects mem- 
bers of the Citizen Force. 


* Afrikaans Speakers: Need To Find Single Voice 


924F0703B Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
24 Mar 92 p 7 


[Article by Magda Theron: “Get Rid of Apartheid in 
Afrikaans!: Who Is Going to Negotiate for Our Language 
and Its Place in a New South Africa?”’—first paragraph is 
BEELD introduction] 


[Text] While the important negotiations on a new polit- 
ical dispensation for South Africa are getting going in 
earnest now that white voters have given a mandate to 
President F.W. de Klerk, people are again wondering 
about Afrikaans. Already there is a broad spectrum of 
political groups involved in Codesa [Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa], and it is likely that other 
groups will now begin to be involved. But who is going to 
negotiate for Afrikaans and its place in a new South 
Africa, or will this issue simply be left up to the mercy of 
others? Magda Theron looked into the matter. 


For most Afrikaans-speakers in South Africa, it is a given 
that their language will be an official national language in 
the new South Africa. It cannot be otherwise, after 
all—because it 1s the language spoken by the most people 
in the country. 


But without negotiations on the issue, it is not such a 
cut-and-dry matter. And the big problem right now is 
that there is really no suilective voice for Afrikaans- 
speakers being heard. At this stage, it is still being left up 
to politicians to fight ii out. 


Some experts attribute this to the fact that cultural 
organizations still do not have the opportunity to have 


12 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


their voices heard at Codesa. They would like to see this, 
and they have all submitted proposals concerning this, 
but thus far there has been no response. 


Professor Hans du Plessis, a professor of linguistics at 
Potchefstroom University, sums up the situation nicely 
when he says that as far as Afmkaans as a languag> is 
concerned. everyone and no one is negotiating about it. 


“The problem is that Afrikaans-speakers are so divided 
because of the political system. There is no mother 
language unity, and because everyone is not speaking 
together with one voice, it always appears that Afmkaans 
is simply a minonty language. 


“To me, the issue is clear: Just as it is expected of people 
in the area of sports, Affikaans-speakers too must now 
put their house in order, they must achieve unity and 
raise a collective voice in favor of their language, tran- 
scending political bounds or color. Until this happens, 
you can forget about progress, and you cannot state your 
case either.” 


When it comes to true negotiations about language, it 
seems that the existing cultural organizations will not be 
the collective voice. Something must be created some- 
where for a consolidated voice—an association that 
extends across all bounds and 1s concerned with pro- 
moting Afrikaans. 


There are several possibilities. 


There is already talk of a democratic language council 
that is now starting to get off the ground. Representatives 
of all the country’s languages hold seats on the council, 
and the Afrikaans committee could, for example, include 
»xeople from across the political spectrum—from the 
PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress} to the AWB [Afnkaner 
Resistance Movement]. Thus, the only issue here is 
language, not politics. 


People are also beginning now to think in terms of a 
language association—although at this stage this is just 
talk. Thus, the only requirement for membership in such 
an association will be Afrikaans. 


Various other possibilities are in the planning stage, but one 
thing is certain: If Afrikaans-speakers of all races do not get 
rid of apartheid in the language very quickly, then they can 
forget it. Afrikaans can make its case at Codesa only without 
a political connotation, Prof. du Plessis says. 


Mr. Fritz Kok of the Afrikaans Language and Culture 
Association (ATKV) agrees that there is still no collec- 
tive voice for Afrikaans. However, this does not mean 
that Afrikaans-speakers have to sit still and wait for 
others to decide about their language for them. 


“In this prenegotiating phase, it is necessary that indi- 
vidual cultural organizations raise their voices, each 
from its own corner. However, this should not be emo- 
tional, but rather from the angle of the language’s utili- 
tarian value. 
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“Once the issue of language comes up in the real nego- 
tuations, there must be a sort of forum representing the 
collective voice of the Afmkaner. And people are already 
seriously discussing who and what that forum will be. 
Afnkaans-speakers will not be caught off guard,” he said. 


Mr. Henno Cronje of the Federation of Afrikaans Cultural 
Associations (FAK) hopes and believes that the cultural 
organizations will soon have the opportunity to present 
their case personally in a language committee at Codesa. 


“The FAK has already submitted broad guidelines with 
respect to language. There, its standpoint is presented 
concerning the cultural values of Afrikaans that must be 
maintained, a language policy for the country, and basic 
principles for education. 


“But this issue 1s sO important and we have such serious 
feelings about our contribution to it that we will gladly 
take advantage of any opportunity to make a personal 
contribution to a cultural work-study group. And I hope 
that this will happen very soon.” 


Nor are people sitting still in the academic sphere. The 
South Afmcan Academy for Science and Art has already 
presented its viewpoints on a new political system and 
turned them over to the negotiators. 


Dr. Daan Geldenhuys, the secretary general, says that it 
is necessary that the voice of cultural people be heard at 
Codesa as well. For that reason, they have formulated 
their standpoints and given them to the state president 
and to the minister of constitutional development. 


“Our basic premise is that Afmkaans, as a national 
official language, must be able to fulfill its full functional 
potential in any new political dispensation. We know 
that this 1s also the National Party’s view, and believe 
that this will be raised strongly and in the mght light at 
Codesa,” he said. 


* Factors in Achieving Afrikaner Unity Examined 
924F0703C Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
31 Mar 92 p 13 


[Article by Dr. Bertus de Villiers, head of the Center for 
Constitutional Analysis of the HSRC [Human Sciences 
Research Council]: “Afnkaner Unity—Realities and [text 
missing]"’; first two paragraphs are BEELD introduction] 


[Text] One of the most burning questions that lives in the 
hearts of numerous Afrikaners, especially since the ref- 
erendum, is what the future portends for Afmkaner 
unity. Not that there has ever been genuine Afrikaner 
unity, but there is a desire to set aside the current 
enormous divisions. 


Dr. Bertus de Villiers, head of the Center for Constitu- 
tional Analysis of the HSRC [Human Sciences Research 
Council], takes a closer look at this problem. 


In our attempts and efforts to achieve the ideal of Afnkaner 
unity, the following realitics must be considered: 
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Afrikaner Unity and Adulthood 

Afnkaners are a young nation in the puberty of their 
development. This is why they are constantly concerned 
with self-definition, questions, rebelliousness, and a 
need to stand on their own two feet. The pursuit of 
absolute unity may be laudable, although somewhat 
unrealistic. Even age-old nations in the civilized states of 
Europe differ internally. Afmkaners must realize that 
adulthood means that you can differ with each other as 
adults, but that you can always work together on things 
that bring people together, such as love of language, 
culture, and religion. 


Afrikaner Unity and Ideological Differences 


There are deep ideological differences dividing the Afn- 
kaner nation. It will be especially difficult to bridge these 
differences at will—especially since this 1s religiously based 
and results in conflicting views of life and the world. The 
issue of whether the Afnkaners’ future should be carved out 
in exclusivity, without other people, or in inclusivity, 
together with other people, is a deep ideological difference. 
It will take some time for this chasm to be bridged. 


Afrikaner Unity and Reform 


The struggle that is raging in the hearts and minds of 
many Afmkaners is whether the pace of reform should 
not be slowed down slightly for the sake of Afmkaner 
unity. Pro-reformers are often euphemistically accused 
of favoring reform over Afrikaner unity. The unfairness 
of that charge speaks for itself. One could say just as 
easily that antireformers are harming Afrikaner unity 
through their foot-dragging. 


It is clear that Afrikaners can define the nature and char- 
acter of a new political system only through positive lead- 
ership and initiative. Thus, a further effort must be made to 
carve out an acceptable political system with adequate 
opportunity for all Afmikaners to reunite eventually. 


Afrikaner Unity and Tolerance 


Afnkaner unity should never be confused with unifor- 
mity. Uniformity in which there is no room for differ- 
ences or debate contains the seed of stagnation and 
retrogression. Afrikaners in fact have a mutual obliga- 
tion to debate and challenge each other. 


The puberty phase in which Afrikaners find themselves is 
discernible most of all in the intolerance that is sometimes 
manifested towards each other. People who differ threaten 
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to resign, shout each other down, or turn to violence. 
Tolerance for one another must develop before the dream of 
Afnkaner unity can become a reality. 


In light of the aforementioned realities, the following 
ideals can be presented: 


Afrikaner Community 


For the foreseeable future, the emphasis must be placed on 
community rather than unity. This offers room for Afn- 
kaners to begin examining what they have in common, 
beginning at square one. Thus, the emphasis 1s on positive, 
cohesive factors rather than negative, divisive elements. In 
this way, Afmkaners will relearn how to see the best qualities 
in each other. The common love of language. culture, 
nature, religion, and fatherland can lay the foundation for a 
good, adult attitude. It is even possible that Afmkaners will 
agree ON many more issues at the negotiating table than 
what seems possible mght now. 


Concrete Cooperation 


The dialogue among Afnkaners must move from the 
theoretically ideological to the practically feasible. The 
struggle among political leaders on the national level 
must be left there while emphasis on the local level 1s 
placed on communities. There are numerous local 
projects where Afmkaners can cooperate regardless of 
political differences, such as the promotion of Afrikaans, 
song evenings, environmental development and preser- 
vation, support for education, and leadership develop- 
ment among children. 


Total Action 


The total spectrum of Afrikaners’ organized life must be 
activated. This means, first of all, that cultural, song, 
dance, and youth organizations all must be involved in 
the development of communities. The chance of success 
is best when organizations make contact with Afnkaners 
of all convictions in their field of specialization. 


Secondly, national, regional, and local governments must 
become involved in the development of communities. Local 
branches and governments are often in a much better 
position to accommodate individuals with divergent polit- 
ical couvictions than a national government is. 


Afnkaners must realize that they are a young nation that 
must still undergo a number of fits and starts. Afrikaners 
will have to decide whether the ongoing altercation over 
politics is in the long-term interest of Afrikaans. Most of 
all, Afmkaners must be adult enough to realize that 
differences are normal, that debate is necussary, and that 
leadership is a worthwhile virtue. 
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Angola 


UNITA on Government Misusing Media 


MB0705084692 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 7 May 92 


{Communique issued by the Political Commission of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola in 
Luanda on 6 May—read by announcer] 


[Text] The Government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola [RPA], led by the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola, has been monopolizing and using 
the media in a very abusive manner in order to hide its 
serious difficulties in continuing to rule this country, as 
well as its serious problems in controlling its unruly 
soldiers fleeing from confinement areas. The Political 
Commission of the National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola [UNITA] considers this behavior as 
a serious threat to the Angolan peace process. 


Very recently, the RPA Government once again used the 
newsmedia in an abusive and antidemocratic manner to 
slander UNITA, distort facts, as well as sow confusion 
and hatred in the country. In view of this, the UNITA 
Political Commission would like to clarify the following: 


|. UNITA has never incited the Angolan people against 
foreigners. It will be noted, however, that in its govern- 
ment program, UNITA only accepts a foreign coopera- 
tion that benefits the economic development of Angola 
and not one that promotes the exploitation and enslave- 
ment of the Angolan people, as was the case in cooper- 
ation with Cuba and other countries. 


2. All the RPA Government's rhetoric is only aimed at 
hiding its plans aimed at postponing the forthcoming 
elections. That is why the RPA Government continues to 
speak of delays in the extension of state administration, 
when it is a well known fact that the process has almost 
been completed. UNITA has clearly, rigorously, and 
assiduously been fulfilling this part of the peace accord. 
Accordingly, UNITA would like the RPA Government 
to adopt a firm and unequivocal stand on the following: 


A. the appointment of a General Director of Elections 
B. an official announcement of the composition of the 
Electoral National Council 

C. the beginning of the Electoral Registration Process 
D. a categoric reaffirmation by the president of the 
Republic that elections will be held on 29 and 30 
September this year 


3. The definition of an Angolan citizen by the UNITA 
leadership is no different from the one that always 
expressed by the RPA Government. 


[Issued] Luanda, 6 May 1992—year of free elections for 
a change of power 
[Signed] Political Commission 
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Savimbi Speaks on Democracy, Peace, Economy 


MB0605 163592 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 6 May 92 


{Lecture by Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, president of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, at Cineteatro Monumental Cinema in Benguela 
city on 4 May—recorded] 


[Text] Colleagues and brothers: As I pointed out at the 
rally we held last Saturday [2 May], the Government 
Armed Forces and the Armed Forces of the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
signed a cease-fire in May last year. On 14 May it will be 
one year since we silenced weapons in our country. 
Accordingly, this is for us a period of joy because of the 
understanding reached between Angolans. It demon- 
Strates that whenever we are at war, we know how to 
make peace. 


Under the present circumstances, UNITA believes that 
peace is irreversible. No one has the intention to resume 
war and there is no reason for such. Peace and democ- 
racy are not, however, abstract objectives. They are 
concrete objectives which can be achieved and lost. 
Accordingly, if over the past 16 years, we had very good 
reasons to take up arms as the only alternative to make 
ourselves heard, now there is no longer reason for us to 
follow that path. 


As I have pointed out, peace and democracy are concrete 
objectives that can be achieved and lost. Accordingly, it 
is the duty of all citizens to recognize that once peace is 
achieved, we should endeavor to achieve democracy. 
This is essential so that we can always enjoy peace and 
have the freedom to choose our destiny. 


Democracy has its constraints however. Democracy 
means freedom without encroaching on someone else’s 
freedom. Democracy does not signify an endless 
freedom. Our freedom ends where someone else’s 
freedom begins. 


Despite the constraints mentioned above, democracy 1s 
still the government system that best fulfills peoples’ 
concerns, aspirations, and anxieties worldwide. I say 
worldwide, including on the African Continent, and not 
only in Europe, America, and Asia. 


When we spoke of elections in 1975, African countries— 
which were all led by one-party systems—viewed us as 
subversive elements. According to them, we had African 
solutions for Africa which did not necessarily signify free 
choice. UNITA always opposed that argument. To give 
the people a freedom of choice is not a model that should 
only be reserved for the people of Europe or America. 
[applause] 


When we were received by the Benguela bishop, I was 
immensely encouraged to hear him say, among other 
things, that the church has the duty to explai:. to the 
people that they must vote and choose. He said the 
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church cannot tell the people what party they should vote 
for but it can impress upon them that it is their duty to 
vote. When the church speak. this way, we feel very 
encouraged. [applause] 


If you ask me what is most important between peace and 
democracy, I will say these two things complement each 
other. Without peace, there 1s no democracy and without 
democracy, the peace is not lasting. [applause] Accord- 
ingly, we believe that to vote is not just an obligation 
{obrigacao] but a duty. [applause] By giving the people 
the opportunity to freely choose their representatives 
who are deputies and their leaders who are presidents 
and ministers, we are making it possible for them to 
participate in the political, economic, and social con- 
struction of the country. Over the past 16 years, we have, 
however, experienced a situation where the Central 
Committee appointed deputies and presidents. This did 
not allow our people to participate in the building of the 
country. [applause] 


If the people have to participate in choosing their 
leaders, this obviously means that these leaders are 
accountable to the people. Hence, the people are the true 
power holders, meaning that they can change the gov- 
ernment. Deputies are chosen by the people from prov- 
inces and districts to represent their interests. When 
deputies cannot be accountable to the people, however, 
the later have the power to change them. Likewise, the 
people have the power to change presidents and minis- 
ters. [applause] 


The people's free choice signifies, therefore, that leaders 
have to be constantly accountable for their actions. If 
they do not do this, the people will be free to choose new 
leaders. Accordingly, they have only two choices: either 
they are accountable to the people and correct their 
mistakes or policies or they are replaced by the people. 


This is the only way that we can safeguard the fatherland. 
It is only in this way that the great civilizations emerged 
in the world. Elected presidents, deputies, and governors 
knew that if they did not fulfill their tasks after four or 
five years, they would no longer be driven in Mercedes 
cars and would have to look (?for a new profession). 
[applause] 


I must point out, however, that it takes time to establish 
a democratic culture. All the same, we cannot give up 
democracy. We were being told in 1975 that Africans 
were not ready for democracy. We said: No, we are 
prepared for democracy. [applause] Today, the African 
Continent is undergoing major changes. In some coun- 
tries, the democratization process is being carried out 
peacefully, while in others there is upheaval. Today, 
there are no people on the African Continent who accept 
a one-party dictatorship. [applause] Today, leaders who 
in the past advocated a one-party system, are either 
accepting the wind of democracy and leaving their 
palaces and building small houses in their villages or they 
are experiencing continued embattlement. 
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If we can briefly outline the history of democracy in 
Europe, if we can outline its most significant phases, we 
shall note that England had a Magna Charta in 1215. The 
Charta conferred on the people who did not possess 
{word indistinct]. We can equally speak about the French 
Revolution and the U.S. Independence Declaration. It 
took some time before elections in the United States, 
England, France, or Italy could become part of day- 
to-day life in those countries. The British people today 
feel they cannot accept a government without elections. 
Without elections, the African people feel they are not 
part of the government. 


In a country where democracy is exercised, there is a 
constant debate between the rulers and the ruled. As a 
result, there is economic and social progress. Every 
citizen is given the opportunity to benefit from his or her 
country’s wealth. [applause] 


In Angola, now that we have been able to end the armed 
revolution that we were forced to wage, we would like to 
see the consolidation of the peaceful revolution. By 
peaceful revolution we mean the elections scheduled to 
take place this September. Someone is already saying—it 
is not me, however, because I would not say that—that 
elections could either be held in September, October or 
November. We do not agree. If the president of the 
Republic formally pledged before the Angolan nation 
and the international community that elections would be 
held on 29 and 30 September, then we must have 
elections on 29 and 30 September. [applause] 


If there are people who want elections delayed for one or 
two months, then they are alone. As far as | am con- 
cerned, democracy and peace are objectives that com- 
plement each other, enabling different institutions to 
operate harmoniously. [Name indistinct], a French 
(?painter), once said that only power checks power. 


In normal circumstances, a state has a president, parlia- 
ment, and judiciary. The parliament is there to represent 
the people. The judiciary should be independent to 
enforce the application of the laws of the country. The 
executive, of which the president is part, is there to carry 
out programs. Without this harmony, there is no democ- 
racy and citizens will not experience happiness. Citizens 
are represented through parliament and their voices are 
heard through deputies. The judicial system should be 
independent. It should be independent from political 
influence. It should equally be independent from the 
pressures of the government, that is the executive. The 
executive carries Out programs that can bring about 
progress to the fatherland. If the executive fails to carry 
out these programs, the people will once again choose 
new representatives. 


In Angola, we have a somewhat distinctive situation that 
must be carefully examined, studied, understood. 
Angolan citizens are those who feel at heart that they are 
Angolans. Angolan citizens have their own characteris- 
tics. We defined who is an Angolan citizen in 1975. An 
Angolan citizen must feel that is Angolan. | believe that 
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it is irrelevant to define an Angolan in terms of color. An 
individual who believes that he is Angolan, has Angola at 
heart and works for Angola. [applause] A black Angolan 
who works here in Benguela in order to bank his money 
in Lisbon, Portugal, he is not Angolan. [applause] A 
citizen must identify himself with his or her own father- 
land. He must share with his fatherland the happiest and 
saddest moments. He must render his own contribution 
to the fatherland. If he does not do this, then he is not an 
Angolan citizen. 


Accordingly, we have already overcome the problem that 
a citizen has to be white, colored, or black. A citizen has 
to show himself as such. If a citizen feels that he is like a 
guest worker who comes here to establish plantations so 
that tomorrow he can go away, then he is not a citizen of 
this country. [applause] An Angolan citizen identifies 
himself with Angola. 


We cannot say that only those who fought in the bush, 
defended the fatherland, are citizens. Some of you who 
remained in the cities, also experienced detentions, 
intimidation, moral torture, and humiliation. Accord- 
ingly, all those who suffered with the fatherland both in 
the bush and cities, identified themselves with the sad- 
dest period experienced by our fatherland. [applause] 


As we move out of the gloomy period that we have been 
experiencing, the Angolan people have a right to demand 
what they want from the next government so that they 
can build their happiness. [applause] It is not enough for 
us to proclaim that we belong to the fatherland of our 
heroes, like Jinga, Ekwikwi, Mutuakivela, Mandume, 
and Mwachiaba, if have had nothing to eat since 
morning. 


We cannot glorify our heroes if we lack conditions to 
improve our health, if we are unemployed, lack salaries, 
and cannot go on pension. [applause] We cannot glorify 
uur heroes if we do not live but just survive. There is a 
difference between living and surviving. To live means 
to have a normal life, while to survive just means to 
make ends meet. [applause] 


Angola is one of the richest countries on the African 
continent. According to government statistics, there is 
theoretically only one doctor for 15,000 people, how- 
ever. This situation is only experienced in Angola. We 
hav. sue doctor for every 15,000 people. 


What is more, of the 131,000 public servants, 30 percent 
of them only possess Standard Four. The government, 
therefore, failed to give Angolans proper training. 
Angola which is perhaps the richest country on the 
continent has only one doctor for every 15,000 people. I 
say theoretically because all the doctors are found in the 
big cities and do not go to the villages. Accordingly, the 
number [words indistinct]. Is that not so? [applause] 


Why are we criticizing the education system of the 
Government of the People’s Republic of Angola? In 16 
years, the government has only trained 1,150 people who 
were able to obtain a masters’ degree. This number is 
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very little for 16 years of independence. To make things 
worse, the government does not employ these postgrad- 
uates. It prefers expatriates. [applause] If all this does not 
represent a negative assessment of the performance of 
the government, if all this cannot convince other polit- 
ical parties that are really worth their salt to opt for 
changes, to demand new trousers this September, then 
these parties do not really belong to the opposition. If 
they are genuine opposition parties, under the present 
conditions, we must all seek to change the present 
regime. [applause] 


In the economic field, the government nationalized or 
took control of everything. Now, we are observing a 
policy of privatization, the privatization of the means of 
production. This operation is, however, being carned 
out within the framework of favoritism. Houses are 
distributed on the basis of favoritism and the ordinary 
people are not involved. [applause] Accordingly, there is 
no privatization because the state property is being 
transferred to people who were responsible for the priva- 
tization. The property is not being distributed among the 
most capable or among those who want to try. 


In order for one to become a businessmen, one has to try 
his luck. Is that not so? [Audience shouts: “It is.""] Hence, 
people need to be given a chance. If citizens are denied 
the chance because they lack what they call financial 
conditions, if they are denied licenses, how can they try 
their luck. We shall continue to say that we have a free 
fatherland, democracy, and peace but we shall not have 
Angolan businessmen capable of not only generating 
their own wealth but also bringing about this country’s 
development. [applause] We want to see an increase in 
the number of Angolan businessmen. We would like to 
see this privatization reviewed in September! [applause]. 


It is true that we must provide guarantees for foreign 
investment. The government must, however, define laws 
and an investment code which will not only enable 
foreign investors to operate profitably and be able to 
remit those profits, but also to have the duty to impart 
their technology and skills to Angolan businessmen, as 
well as to extend credit lines that would promote our 
country’s development. If this is not done, the invest- 
ment is meaningless. [applause] 


Our students will ask: Will UNITA belittle those stu- 
dents educated by the present regime? The answer is no, 
because it was not their fault that we experienced war 
and incompetence. We have cases, like in Luena Primary 
School, where Bulgarians were hired as teachers. I fail to 
understand how a Bulgarian would be fluent in Portu- 
guese. We have Czechoslovaks and Romanians 
employed as teachers in our secondary schools. At the 
university level, we have Cubans as lecturers and our 
students begin to speak Portinholo, that is a mixture of 
Portuguese and Spanish. [applause] There is no doubt 
that we have low academic standards. 


UNITA’s policy is to make the knowledge gained by 
Angolans benefit the Angolan people. This being the 
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case, the education system will not only deserve the 
attention and assistance of our government, but an 
in-depth debate among teachers, tutors, and students 
will have to take place. In brief, we shall have to overhaul 
the whole system. [applause] 


Our struggle triumphed. We defeated the Cubans and the 
Soviets. The Catumbela Airport was specifically built to 
enable MiG’s and Sukov’s to fly from here to Jamba and 
Mavinga. Our sugar plantations were completely 
destroyed and Angola began to import sugar from Cuba. 
What is more, some important machinery in [words 
indistinct] is today in Havana. 


If we examine things carefully, the newly born political 
parties have to learn to make their first steps before their 
presence can be felt. Some of them were clearly formed 
by the government. In order for them to have our 
experience, our contact with the people, they will need 
time. All of them are newly born parties. They should, 
therefore, consolidate themselves before contesting elec- 
tions. If they just want to begin contesting elections, they 
will obtain very few deputies. [applause] 


We want tolerance. We would like each party to present its 
program in May, June, July, and August, so that we can 
compete with honesty in September. I have no doubt, 
though, that the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola [MPLA] and UNITA will be in the front at the end. 
UNITA will have arguments against the MPLA. We shall 
always tell the MPLA: You wrecked this country for the past 
16 years. Stop now! [applause] UNITA will also tell them: 
The Cubans were here and interfered in the political, 
economic, social, and cultural lives of all Angolan people in 
every part of the country! In view of that, we shall tell them: 
The Angolan people have no confidence in you. You trust 
foreigners. Stop now! 


We too favor the presence of expatriates. We would not, 
however, like to spend the rest of our lives opening doors 
for expatriates. We do not want to do that. If an 
expatriate comes here, he must cooperate with someone, 
and who is that someone? It must be an Angolan. In turn, 
the Angolan must be able to cooperate. Is that not so? If 
the expatriate is an entrepreneur, teacher, doctor, nurse, 
civil servant, he has to cooperate with Angolans. Is that 
not true? [applause] If this is not done, cooperation then 
becomes slavery. There is a need to have Angolans who 
would be able to cooperate on an equal footing in all 
fields, otherwise there is no cooperation but slavery. 


This country, which belongs to us all, which belongs to the 
youth, should not experience further wars and continued 
poverty. It is not enough, however, just to say this. We need 
goodwill and courage to make this a reality. 


Thank you very much. 
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Malawi 


Demonstrators Call for Employment, Better Wages 


MB0605 173292 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 6 May 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] These are extraordinary times in Malawi as the 
pressure of discontent with the government of President 
Banda steadily rises. It began with the Catholic bishops’ 
controversial pastoral letter calling for changes, then 
trade unionists got into trouble for supporting multipar- 
tyism, and one of them, Chakufwa Chihana, is still in 
jail. Now, there have been demonstrations in the center 
of Blantyre itself. Here is Elizabeth Ohene: 


[Begin Ohene recording] The center of Blantyre is at 
[word indistinct] with about 1,000 or so people demon- 
strating and shouting for what they see as their rights. 
According to an eyewitness that I spoke to in Blantyre a 
few minutes ago, there are lots of policemen going 
around, shooting in the air, trying to disperse the dem- 
onstrators. The trouble, as I understand it, started yes- 
terday when workers at the textile factory went on strike 
demanding better wages and conditions of work. Today 
those workers were joined by street cleaners and mostly 
unemployed people in their demonstrations. They do 
not look organized, as I understand it. They have no 
placards, but they are shouting, and the two words, 
according to my informers, that keep coming up over 
and over again are money and work. 


Reports in Blantyre say that one major PTC [expansion 
unknown] store, which is part of a chain of stores owned 
by the life president, Dr. Banda, has been looted, and the 
police have not started throwing teargas in the midst of 
the crowd. Most stores in the center of town, I under- 
stand, have been [word indistinct] up, and the shouting 
and screaming crowds have been joined at several loca- 
tions by workers who seem (?as though) they are not sure 
about what they should do. 


Earlier this morning, I understand, the police had 
blocked the major junction between Blantyre and Limbe 
and appeared to have localized the disturbances to the 
middle of the town. According to my information, there 
seem to be two types of [word indistinct] people making 
up the demonstrators: There are the office workers and 
then what might be described as blue collar types and 
unemployed who are doing most of the shouting and 
jumping up and down. 


The disturbances were still continuing a few minutes 
ago, and eyewitnesses in (?downtown) Blantyre could 
still hear shooting, but everybody is describing the 
behavior of the police as correct. [end recording] 
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Blantyre ‘Under Siege’ 
MB0705 110292 Johannesburg Radio RSA in English 
1000 GMT 7 May 92 


[From the “Africa South” program] 


[Text] We've just received news that the Malawian city 
of Blantyre is under siege by demonstrators following the 
arrest of political activist and trade union leader 
Chakufwa Chihana, and there is also combined with it, 
dissatisfaction with pay increases made by several 
leading companies in the city. The South African ambas- 
sador to Malawi Joseph [name as heard] Stroebel says 
Chihana has not yet been charged with any offense. He 
speaks to Desmond Nkoma. 


{Begin recording] [Siroebel] He is not yet on trial as such. 
They are at present looking at which [word indistinct] to 
charge him under and the other aspect is the question of 
bail that they’re looking at, bail for him, and then also 
whether his attorney could make contact, personal con- 
tact with him. 


[Nkoma] So was he actually represented in court himself? 


[Stroebel] No, he was not presented in court yesterday, 
that is there [words indistinct] going to discuss [words 
indistinct}. I don’t know whether he'll be in court 
tomorrow or this morning. 


{[Nkoma] And what about the rioting that took place in 
the country yesterday? 


[Stroebel] Yes, that happened in Blantyre and it started 
off with the employees of various companies that went 
on strike for pay increases. 


{[Nkoma] So they have actually nothing to do with the 
trial of Mr. Chihana? 


[Stroebel] No, no, no. It is quite unrelated to that. 
[ Nkoma] (?Is it gone) further? 


[Stroebel] No, all shops are closed in Blantyre as I 
understand. There is still some reactions taking place. 
{end recording] 


‘Widespread Looting’ Reported 
MB0705 104092 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1007 GMT 7 May 92 


[Text] Johannesburg May 7 SAPA—Widespread looting 
has been reported from Malawai, but word of a coup on 
Thursday [7 May] against self-styled Life President Dr 
Kamuzu Banda appears to be rumour. The Department 
of Foreign Affairs in Pretoria commented: 


“We have learned with concern of widespread looting in 
Malawi. We are, however, in constant contact with our 
mission in Lilongwe and are monitoring the situation.” 
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The looting, reportedly in Blantyre and Lilongwe, fol- 
lowed a demonstration on Wednesday [6 May] by thou- 
sands of workers in Blantyre calling for better wages. 
Police used teargas and fired in the air to disperse the 
demonstrators in the country’s industrial centre. 


The manager of the Capital Hotel in Lilongwe was 
unaware of any coup attempt or political unrest when 
phoned by SAPA on Thursday morning. 


He commented: “I’m just running my hotel here and 
don’t know what's going on outside.” 


Air Malawi's Johannesburg office sounded rather sur- 
prised when approached. A spokesman said she had not 
heard any news of a coup and Air Malawi's flights were 
continuing as scheduled. 


Nobody in the Malawi consulate-general’s office in 
Johannesburg was available to comment—they were out 
to lunch. 


While telephone links to Malawi appeared to be oper- 
ating normally, and a call to the Capital Hotel in 
Lilongwe was soon answered, attempts to raise the 
Malawi Department of Information drew no reply. 


Earlier on Thursday SAPA had several queries about 
rumours of a coup in Malawi. 


Gilbey’s Executives in Cape Town quoted employeees of 
subsidiary companies in Malawi as saying there were 
rumours of a coup. 


According to one report, troops had surrounded Presi- 
dent Banda’s residence, but it was speculated that this 
could be more a protective move. 


Ambassador Denies Coup 


MB0705111792 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 7 May 92 


[Text] Demonstrations have broken out in the Malawian 
city, Blantyre, after the arrest of Political Activist and 
Trade Union Leader Chakufwa Chihana, and dissatis- 
faction over salary increases made by leading companies 


South Africa’s ambassador to Malawi, Mr. George Stro- 
ebel, told our external news service that all shops in the 
city have been closed and that demonstrations were 
continuing. So far no reports of damage or injuries have 
been received. Mr. Stroebel said that the unrest in 
Blantyre had spread to the capital, Lilongwe. However, 
he denied that there had been a coup in Malawi. The 
Malawian Embassy also said that they were not aware of 
a coup. Latest reports from AFP say that a coup is in 
progress in Malawi. 
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Banda Quells Looting 
MB0705 113692 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1126 GMT 7 May 92 


[Text] Lusaka May 7 SAPA—Malawi’s self-proclaimed 
Life President Dr Hastings Kamuzu Banda has quelled 
the country’s fiercest looting in history, and a govern- 
ment spokesman there denied in a telephone interview 
with SAPA in Lusaka that there had been a coup. 


Blantyre, Malawi's commercial and industrial city, had 
since Wednesday [6 May] been gripped by the worst looting 
by poverty-stricken Malawians since independence was 
granted to the then Nyasaland by Britain in 1964. 


The unrest and looting was reported to be due to poor 
salanes and wages. 


All offices were closed and Blantyre looked like a ghost 
town, according to the government spokesman. 


Workers at Air Malawi in Blantyre also reported that the 
looting had died down. 


An Air Malawi worker told SAPA: “*We have closed our 
offices to the public. In fact even all government offices 
are closed. The city is entirely dead. Soldiers are control- 
ling the situation.” 


He said Air Malawi's international flights had not been 
affected, but added “it is not safe to venture into 
Blantyre’s streets”. 


There were reports of people having been shot dead by 
soldiers, but these have not been confirmed. 


“People want money so that they can live decent lives. 
They have been suppressed and oppressed by Banda for 
a long time,”’ according to one airline worker. 


“The situation is very tense and serious. People just went 
on an orgie of looting spontaneously and ferociously,” 
another worker added. 


The government spokesman said the situation had 
calmed down following soldiers’ intervention, but that 
the situation was still very volatile and tense.“ 


Swaziland 


Government in Contact With ANC Over Recruits 


MB0605 182492 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr. Obed Dlamini, this 
afternoon confirmed the arrival of 13 more self- 
confirmed ANC [African National Congress] teenagers 
who want to go for military training outside Swaziland. 
He said government was in contact with the ANC to 
solve the problem. 
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Prime Minister Declares Country Drought Area 


MB0605 182592 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr. Obed Dlamini, today 
officially declared Swaziland a drought-stricken area. In 
a statement this afternoon, Mr. Diamini put the maize 
deficit at 119,300 metric tonnes. He noted that approx- 
imately 370,000 people are affected by the drought, of 
which about 270,000 will require emergency food and 
other assistance in order to ensure survival until the next 
crop harvest. He observed that, as in all disaster crises 
which are unforeseen, the government could not budget 
for meeting the needs which have arisen as a result of the 
drought. He appealed, on behalf of government, to 
friendly nations and donors to assist in meeting the 
urgent needs for food. 


Zimbabwe 


Demonstrating Students Want Mugabe's Resignation 


MB0605 162092 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 6 May 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Students at the University of Zimbabwe in Harare 
are getting angry, not just about the nonpayment of their 
grants, but about the government's handling of the 
drought in the country, and the political situation as a 
whole. Today, they called a boycott of classes to protest 
against th: government and to call for the resignation of 
President Mugabe, but almost immediately not police 
threw a ring around the campus. From Harare, Sarah 
Stanford reports: 


[Begin Stanford recording] Four thousand students 
chanted the (?same call): Mugabe must go! This call had 
begun [words indistinct] when the Students’ Union 
called for all classes to be boycotted in a demonstration 
over the lack of food in the country, and the current 
political situation. The government came in for the 
heaviest criticism. Not only was the president called on 
to resign but also the whole cabinet. Other demands were 
the disinantling of the ruling party, ZANU-PF [Zim- 
babwe African National Union-Patriotic Front], and a 
democratic general election to be held as soon as pos- 
sible. The students then tried to leave the campus to 
carry on their demonstration, but found their way 
blocked. Riot police guarded every exit, determined to 
let no one in or out, baton charging and firing teargas to 
disperse the thousands of angry students [word indis- 
tinct] and barricades proved useless weapons for the 
demonstrators, as they tried to push their way through 
the police cordon, failing every time. 


Tension among the students has been growing for several 
months now. Grants have still not been given for this 
year, and just four weeks ago they found out that their 
book allowance had been halved. Dissatisfaction with 
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ZANU-PF has never been greater since independence, 
and this was highlighted last Friday [1 May] when 
students refused to sing the national anthem. Previozis 
demonstrations at the university in recent years have 
sparked off further unrest. Now, with the widespread 
unpopularity of ihe president and his party, due to the 
drought and the government's economic policy, it is 
possible that today’s demonstrations will trigger many 
others into action. [end recording] 


Further on Clash 


MB0605 184892 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1803 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Harare May 6 SAPA—University of Zimbabwe 
students, continuing their strike on Wednesday [6 May}, 
assaulted a reporter on assignment mistaking him for a 
member of the Central Intelligence Organisation [CIO], 
the ZIANA news agency reports. 


Chris Chinaka, a REUTERS news agency reporter, was 
beaten by gang who abducted him to their offices. His 
shoulder was dislocated. Mr Chinaka said students broke 
window panes trying to get at him. “They said I was a 
member of the CIO,” he said. “One of them said he 
remembered me as the man who once tortured him.” 


The were no other reports of casualties. 
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Meanwhile, teargas still lingere:! in the air on Campus as 
night fell after a day of running battles between riot 
police and students demanding icreased grants from the 
government. 


Police ringed the campus in the morning after students 
voted to march to the Ministry of Finance, Economic, 
Planning and Developement. They were still manning 
entry points at 6PM. 


Barricades erected by students at the main entrance had 
been removed by nightfall and the campus was calm. 


Earlier, thousands of students clashed with hundreds of 
policemen who blocked their way out of the university in 
University Road. 


Students Representative Council President Paul Chim- 
hosva unsuccessfully pleaded with police to let the stu- 
dents demonstrate peacefully in the city centre. 


As police moved in, firing teargas canisters, the 
retreating students threw stones and other missiles. 


The rest of the day passed with sporadic clashes. 


The students are demanding an increase in their govern- 
ment grants to match the rising cost of living and 
inflation ignited by the economic reform programmes. 


In a statement, they demanded the resignation of six govern- 
ment ministers, accusing them of bungling the economy. 
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Guinea 


Sierra Leonean Minister Meets Conte, Counterpart 


ABO705004592 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale 
de la Republique de Guinee in French 2200 GMT 
6 May 92 


[Text] The Sierra Leonean minister of foreign affairs is 
in Conakry. Today Mr. Ahmed Ramadan Dumbuya 
conferred with his Guinean counterpart and General 
Lansana Conte. The main subject of discussion was to 
explain to the Guinean authorities the conditions for the 
change of regime in Sierra Leone. The emissary of 
Captain Valentine Strasser hopes for the strengthening 
of cooperation between Conakry and Freetown. Ques- 
tioned as to whether the new Sierra Leonean regime 
intended to negotiate with the rebels of Corporal Foday 
Sankoh, Ahmed Dumbuya stated: 


[Begin Dumbuya recording, in English with superimposed 
French translaiion] If the possibility of negotiation comes 
up, we shall do tha’ only in consultation with and with the 
collaboration of te Guinean authorities because it is the 
Guinean people who were at our sides at very difficult 
moments to fight the rebels. Therefore, we will never 
undertake any actions in that direction behind the backs of 
the Guineans without informing them. [end recording] 


To General Lansana Conte, the Guinean Government 
will continue to have relations of cooperation and good 
neighborliness between the two countnes. This morning, 
the Sierra Leonean minister of foreign affairs also held 
talks with the Guinean foreign minister, [brahima Sylla. 
Ahmed Ramadan Dumbuya explains why Guinea was 
chosen for this first trip. 


[Begin recording] [Dumbuya, in English with superim- 
posed French translation] As you know, Guinea and 
Sierra Leone are more or less one country and the same 
people and Guinea has been the most helpful to us in all 
our difficulties. You are well aware that Sierra Leone, for 
the defense of its territorial integrity, has benefited from 
Guinea's assistance in the fight against the ‘ebellion 
taking place in our country. In all instances, Guinea has 
felt concerpzé 2bout our problems and it is normal that 
with the situation in Liberia and Guinea's involvement 
in the resolution of these problems, the first country to 
which we should visit is Guinea. This is what we have 
just done. 


[Unidentified reporter] Your Excellency, in concrete 
terms what motivated this change of regime in Sierra 
Leone and what is the current situation on the ground? 


{[Dumbuya] We too in Sierra Leone were particularly 
stupefied or surprised to learn that there was a military 
contingent going to the Presidential Palace to allegedly 
present a number of demands concerning the situation at 
the front where soldiers have neither food, ammunition, 
nor medicine—a disastrous situation which they had 
wanted to bring to the attention of the government with 
a view to obtaining a positive reaction. Unfortunately, 
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no understanding was reachei and the reaction of the 
government was rather contrary to the expectations of 
these soldiers who were rather considered as being 
mutineers and who ran the nsk of being arrested and 
executed. Therefore, logic had it that they take into their 
hands the leadership of their new destiny, which con- 
sisted in seizing power. This was what they really did. 


[Reporter] To Aaclude, Your Excellency the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Sierra Leone, the reciprocal assur- 
ances: You told us about these assurances in your telex 
and your message addressed to the Guinean Ministry of 
Foreign affairs for the more than 500,000 Guineans in 
Sierra Leone and for Guinean soldiers who are also on 
the war front. Do you have assurances for the Guinean 
people, have you [words indistinct]? 


{[Dumbuya] Well, thank God that there was no resistance 
to the coup and we do not know of any people who died 
directly as a result of the coup. All these events took 
place in Sierra Leone without the loss of a single human 
life following the coup. But we have taken the necessary 
measures so that no life is threatened in Sierra Leone, 
either Sierra Leonean nation2!s or foreigners, particu- 
larly Guineans. This gives us more chances for further 
guarantees since the current ruling government is trying 
to ensure the security not only of our citizens but also of 
foreigners living in our country. [end recording] 


According to hospital sources, figures being given this 
evening in Freetown are that the coup d'etat left 40 dead. 
Still concerning this subject, the Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group has 
succeeded in setting up a buffer zone between Sierra 
Leone and Liberia. 


Liberia 


Senegalese, Ghanaian Troops Sent to NPFL Areas 


ABO0405 111592 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 4 May 92 


[Text] Five platoons of the Ghanaian Fifth Battalion, 
GHANBAT JV, is being deployed in NPFL [National 
Patriotic Front of Libera] areas today. According to the 
program agreed upon between the NPFL and ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group], the advance party of Ghanaian 
troops will be met at the Mount Barclay buffer zone by 
senior officers of the front who will guide troops to 
several encampment sites. An ECOMOG release says the 
sites include Camp Toby, Kakata, Harbel, Marsh2' 
Buchanan, and Rivercess as well as all the camps in those 
areas. An engineering squad will also accompany the 
troops to have proper assessment of enginee.ing tasks 
such as the rehabilitation of bridges and road works. 
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The troops will be seen off this morning by the deputy 
field commander of ECOMOG, Brigadier General John 
Addah, senior officers of ECOMOG, and those of the 
NPFL. The Ghanaian troops will be led by the ceputy 
commander of GHANBAT V, Major Neil Safo. 


Over the weekend, the peacekeeping force began the 
deployment of its troops to NPFL areas. There are two 
advance parties; one from the Senegalese contingent and 
the other from Ghana. The Senegalese are being 
deployed in Bo, Grand Cape Mount County, where they 
are expected to set up a buffer zone between Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. The Ghanaian advance party left for 
Grand Bassa and Rivercess Counties. 


ECOMOG Commander Hails NPFL Peace Conference 


AB0605 153092 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 5 May 92 


[Text] The field commander of ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] forces, Major General Ishaya Bakut, says 
the main aim of the force is to ensure that all arms, 
ammunitions, and other war-like materials are safely put 
away to enable al! Liberians to participate in the ensuing 
democratic elections without fear or intimidation. Maj. 
Gen. Bakut made the statement yesterday at the 
ECOMOG headquarters when he received a delegation 
to the recent NPFL [National Patriotic Front o. Liberia] 
sponsored meeting held in Gbarnga. 


A release from the ECOMOG headquarters states that 
the field commander assurea ine delegation that it hopes 
to work hard and redouble its «ffort to ensure that the 
ongoing encampment and disarmament exercise is fairly 
and peacefully undertaken in line with the wishes of 
Liberians all over the country. 


Maj. Gen Bakut commended Liberians living in rural 
Liberia for the confidence they have reposed in the 
ECOMOG peacekeeping force by backing its efforts to 
deploy its troops throughout Libena to undertake the 
encampment and disarmament of all warring facticns. 
He commended the leadership of the National Patriotic 
Front and Mr. Charles Taylor in part ular for creating 
the forum that enaled the people in the area to make 
their own contribution towards a lasting, peaceful solu- 
tion to the country’s problems. 


In furtherance of the deployment exercise, another group 
of ECOMOG soldiers yesterday left for NPFL-held 
areas. The soldiers in the Ghanaian battalion are to be 
deployed in Camp Toby, Kaketa, Harbel, Marshal, 
Buchanan, and Rivercess. This is the advance team of 
the Ghanaian battalion and the next group is expected to 
be deployed shortly. 


A brief ceremony was held at the Mount Barclay check- 
point prior to the troop departure which brought 
together top military brass of ECOMOG, including the 
deputy chief commander, Brigadi«r John Addah. Briga- 
dier Addah expressed the hope that there would be 
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maximum cooperation between ECOMOG soldiers und 
the NPFL. He also presented an ECOMOG emblem to 
the NPFL preparatory group for (?serving) as the rallying 
point for peace in Liberia. The advance party of the 
Ghanaian battalion which consists of five platoons was 
being led by Major Lloyd Safo. 


ECOMOG Disarmament, Encampment Continues 


AB0605 173092 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale 
de la Republique de Guinee in French 0645 GMT 
6 May 92 


[Text] The Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Grouy [ECOMOG] is continuing 
its disarmament and encampment exercise in Liberia. 
According to our correspondent on the spot, John Tiek- 
oura Lelano, the buffer zone between Sierra Leone and 
Liberia as well as at the Port of Buchanan will come into 
effect today. On !4 May, all airports will be controlled by 
ECOMOG forces and all barriers erected by rebels will 
be dismantied. As from june, only Charles Taylor's 
personal guards and ECOMOG forces will be authorized 
to carry arms. The rebel disarmament and encampment 
exercise will therefore continue unti' mid-June. 


ECOMOG Head Receives Nigerian Military Team 


ABO0705064492 Monrovia Radio ELBC in Enelish 
0900 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] Tk. field commander of ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group], Maj ¢ General Ishaya Bakut, has been 
meeting with a military team from Nigeria headed by 
Lieutenant General Jerry Useni, chief of logistics at the 
National Defense Headquarters in Lagos. The military 
team was met on arrival yesterday by the field com- 
mander; the deputy field commander, Brigadier John 
Addah; the ECOMOG chief of staff, Brigadier (Erskine 
Bower); and other top ECOMOG officers. 


Welcoming Lt. Gen. Useni and his team to the 
ECOMOG headquarters, Gen. Bakut expressed the hope 
that the visit of the Nigerian senior military officers 
could further improve the logistics situation of the 
peacekeeping force. 


Nigeria 


Commentary on Freetown Coup, Liberian Peace 


ABOS05215592 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT § May 92 


[Isola Dada commentary} 


[Text] Another dark chapter was added to the history of 
West Africa when last Wednesday [29 April] the army 
struck in Sierra Leone, sending President Joseph 
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Momoh scurrying for cover in neighboring Guinea. 
What looked like a protest by some few dissident soldiers 
in support of more pay and improved condition for the 
Army quickly metamorphosed iato a military coup by 
young army officers. 


The ease with which the young officers seized the situation 
and the failure of the government to take decisive action to 
stem the uprising showed the vulnerability of a government 
whose base is very fragile. And this is the case with most 
Afncan countries whose leaders have wittingly refused to 
assess correctly the mood of their people. 


Any keen observer of the situation in Sierra Leone would 
have noticed that for some time now, particularly since 
rebel leader Foday Sankoh started his rebellion in the 
eastern border with Liberia, the morale of the Sierra 
Leonean troops has been very low and but for the 
presence of Nigerian and Guinean troops nearby, a coup 
would have come earlier. 


Reports emanating from Freetown have now shown that 
the coup was not planned but that the Army only seized 
the situation created by a few dissatisfied soldiers to 
overthrow the government which, from all indications, 
was itself no longer sure of its bearing. This coupled with 
the dissatisfaction on the part of the majority of Sierra 
Leoneans, who have long been hoping for a change, 
made the task of the man, now at the helm of affairs, 
quite easy. 


Now the military has installed itself in power through the 
barre! of the gun. What is the lesson to be drawn from the 
incident and what are the implications for West Africa, 
and indeed, the African Continent? There is no doubt 
that a military regime, be it in Africa or elsewhere, is an 
aberration for the main reason that it derives its power 
not from the people but from the barre! of the gun. 


The current situation in Sierra Leone, therefore. will be 
a hard pill for democrats in and outside the country to 
swallow, particularly now when the wind of democracy is 
sweeping through the African continent. What is more, 
Sierra Leone itself was on the road to democratic reform 
before the Army struck although some elements believed 
that steps taken by the ousted government so far were 
only meant to enabie that government to succeed itself. 


Another lesson from the Sierra Leonean situation is that 
it has become an anachronism for a government to seek 
to perpetuate itself in office, more so, when that govern- 
ment came into office not through the will of the people 
but through a stifled democratic process such as single 
party system as was the case in Sierra Leone. Though the 
process of democratization has begun before the military 
seized power, it was too little and too late. 


At the last meeting of the Organization of African Unity 
in Abuja, African leaders told themselves the truth and 
(?directed) those among them who had not braced them- 
selves to face the realities of time to do so or else face the 
option of being swept off by the tide. While some heeded 
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this advice, others are still vacillating. The resIt has 
been the current situation in Scmalia, Zaire, Toxo, and 
now Sierra Leone. 


One serious implication of the situation in Sierra Leone 
will be its effects on the operation of ECOMOG, the 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] Cease-Fire Monitoring Group in Liberia. 
Although there is not the faintest idea yet about the 
disposition of the new military rulers to the ECOMOG 
force, whatever decision they take will have a profound 
effect on the peacekeeping efforts in Liberia. 


For one thing, Sierra Leone has been a foundation 
member of the ECOMOG. Its territory, the airport, and 
sea port have been very crucial to ECOMOG com- 
manding forces in Liberia. And as long as the Liberian 
issue remained unresolved, so long will Sierra Leone 
continue to be relevant in any effort to find a lasting 
solution in Liberia. 


And fer another, the main Liberian rebel leader, Charles 
Taylor, 1s known to have supported Sankoh’s rebellion 
against President Momoh’s government. That rebeilion 
is yet to be subdued and this is one of the major issues 
the new regime in Freetown will have to tackle if they 
mean to remain in power. But how will a decision on this 
affect the ECOMOG? This 15 yet to be seen. 


As for relations between Sierra Leone under the new 
military rulers and other ‘West African nations, it is most 
likely that in the spirit of noninterference in the internal 
affairs of member nations, most of these countnes will 
abstain from taking sides in Sierra Leone. Nigeria stated 
this much when, over the weekend, it said it expected 
that Sierra Leone's role im the peace process in Liberia 
will continue uninterrupted. 


As the cautious statement from the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
points out, ECOMOG functions in Libera are too vital to 
the peace process in that country that it will amount to a 
great disservice to the cause of peace and security in the 
region if Sierra Leone's role were to diminish. 


Certainly, the new rulers in Sierra Leone must be well 
aware that peace in Liberia means peace and stability for 
the region, and, therefore, peace and tranquillity in 
Sierra Leone. It will serve nobody any good to now turn 
the hands of the clock backward. 


While the new Sierra Leonean leaders have the nght to 
consoiidate their newly won power. they should 
remember that Sierra Leone has its quota to contribute 
to making West Africa a stable and peaceful region, and 
one way of doing that 1s to give ECOMOG full support to 
accomplish its task in Liberia. 


Sierra Leone 


BBC Reports Swearing In of New Leadership 


AB0605201592 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 6 May 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It’s a week now since what began as a mutiny by 
soldiers from Sierra Leone’s civil war front rapidly 
developed into a coup that’s brought Captain Valentine 
Strasser to power. Well today he and his new government 
were sworn in at State House in Freetown. Our corre- 
spondent, Victor Sova, was there, and Robin White 
asked him how it all went. 


[Begin recording] [Sova] Well, it was quite an interesting 
occasion. There was the new head of state, Capt. Valen- 
tine Strasser, accompanied by the rest of the NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council] and the Cabinet. 
And they were all there in their combat tunics and also, 
of course, civilians and other civil servants who were 
present to watch the occasion. 


[White] And what actually happened? 


[Sova] Well, the chief justice was there, Mr. S.N.F. 
Kutubu, and he swore in the head of state and then after 
that, he made a brief speech. First, the chief justice made 
a speech. He said that he had done what he did today 
because it was required by law. In other words, it was a 
kind of legalizing this regime, that the NPRC is now a 
legal entity as witnessed by Public Notice No. 20. 


[White] And Strasser didn’t have anything to say? 


[Sova] Oh yes, after the chief justice made his speech he 
said that today marked a turning point in the history of 
Sierra Leone. He called on all Sierra Leoneans to coop- 
erate with him, to give him every assistance they could in 
order to make the dreams of the NPRC come true. He 
said also that, | mean, without the cooperation of all 
Sierra Leoneans, the Cabinet, the members of the 
NPRC, he would not be able to do his duty. He also said 
that it would not be possible to perform miracles in short 
a time, but with the steadfastness and the cooperation of 
all things could be done. [end recording] 


Togo 


‘Assassination Bid’ on Opposition Leader Reported 


AB0605 140092 Paris AFP in English 1012 GMT 
6 May 92 


[By Francis Ahouadi] 


[Text] Lome, May 6 (AFP)}—Gunmen in plain clothes 
seriously wounded opposition leader Gilchrist Olympio 
and killed four other people in an assassination bid in 
northern Togo on Tuesday, his family said. Olympio, 56, 
was taken to hospital at Natitingou in neighbouring 
Benin, where he was operated on. 
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The family in Lome told AFP that Olympio, who had 
been widely expected to stand in presidential elections 
due in August, was “seriously wounded and lost a lot of 
blood”’ in the attack near Sokode, some 300 kilometres 
(185 miles) north of Lome, early Tuesday. 


Olympio has been an implacable opponent of Togo’s 
military ruler, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, who killed 
his father, independent Togo’s first president Syivanus 
Ml; mpio, in a coup in 1963. 


Atti Depe, president of the Togolese Union for Recon- 
ciliation (UTR), and three members of Olympio’s escort 
died in the attack, family members said. The three others 
were local militants, informed sources said. 


Two of Olympio’s bodyguards were “missing” after the 
attack, according to the family. 


Family sources said the opposition leader, chairman of a 
10-party Union of Forces for Change, had been shot in 
the left lung and the bladder. 


Beninese Minister of State Desire Vieyra said a small 
Army plane had left Benin’s capital Cotonou to transport 
Olympio to Niamey in Niger. He would then been flown 
on to London or Paris according .v the wishes of his 
family, Vieyra said. 


In a statement Wednesday, Eyadema “firmly con- 
demned acts of violence that stain and hinder the dem- 
ocratic process’. Eyadema has traditionally been 
strongly supported in the northern region where the 
assassination bid took place. 


Early Wednesday, several dozen youths erected barri- 
cades of wood and bricks and blocked traffic around the 
Olympio family home in central Lome overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean. 


Olympio returned to Togo from exile last July as moves 
towards multi-party rule got under way under a transi- 
tional government headed by interim premier Joseph 
Kokou Koffigoh. 


Sentenced to death in his absence after a coup bid in 
September 1986, Olympio had been touring the country 
for some weeks but had not announced that he was 
standing for the presidency. 


Koffigoh, who was in the Sokode region at the tim. f 
the attack, cut short his trip and returned to Lome, where 
he was meeting Wednesday with ministers at ‘overn- 
ment headquarters. 


The prime minister has set up a commission of enquiry. 


Togolese radio, reporting the attack several hours after it 
came, said Koffigoh sent Foreign Minister Abdou Toure 
Cheaka and Minister of Youth, Sports and Leisure, 
Horacio Freitas, to Cotonou. 


FBIS-AFR-92-089 
7 May 1992 


Local and legislative elections and a constitutional ref- 
erendum are to be held in Togo before the presidential 
elections, which would end the transitional government 
and usher in a multi-pariy regime. 


So far, no candidacies have been filed but Olympio had 
been given a good chance of sweeping the poll. 


Eyadema has not said whether he would be a candidate, 
but another likely presidential hopeful, former govern- 
ment minister Edem Kodjo, said in Paris on Monday [4 
May] that the opposition should present just one or two 
candidates to block the general in a potential bid for 
renewed power. 


Kodjo noted that the Army has mounted several challenges 
to the Koffigoh government and said on French television 
that the military “seizes on every occasion to show them- 
selves and seek to return to the political arena.” 


Olympio reportedly called off a meeting in Bassar, 
northwest of Sokode, on Monday after a man was shot 
and killed im loca! unrest. 


He planned to hold the meeting Tuesday. 


Depe's UTR is the political heir to the Togolese Committee 
of Unity which had been headed by Sylvanus Olympio. 


Eyadema ‘Condemns’ Violence 


AB0605 143092 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1230 GMT 6 May 92 


{Communique from the office of the President of the 
Republic issued in Lome on 6 May—read by announcer] 


[Text] For some weeks now, acts of violence and van- 
dalism have been marking the political awareness tours 
in our prefectures. These acts of violence reached their 
apex, notably at Dako in Assoli Prefecture where on 
Tuesday, 5 May, that is yesterday, a delegation led by 
Mr. Gilchrist Olympio, then on a political tour in the 
region, fell into an ambush laid by unknown persons. 
The shooting that ensued left four dead and several 
wounded including Mr. Gilchrist Olympio. 


Mr. Olympio’s state of health and his evacuation to 
Natitingou in the north of the Republic of Benin, was 
reported to the head of state early yesterday evening by 
President Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast. The presi- 
dent of the Republic, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, 
spontaneously decided the evacuation of Mr. Gilchrist 
Olympio when the Ivorian head of state informed him of 
the measures he had taken to evacuate Mr. Gilchrist 
Olympio to Abidjan. 


The president of the Republic and head of state strongly 
condemns these acts of violence which soil and impede 
the democratic process in our country. It should be 
recalled that in a democracy political opponents should 
not be seen as enemies. Political debate should be based 
on tolerance, nonviolence, and mutual respect between 
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opponents. The sovereign people should be left to choose 
their leaders freely through the ballot box, att’ ‘opro- 
priate time. 


The president of the Republic once again calls on the 
Togolese people, particularly leaders of political parties 
to exercise restraint in order to spare our country from 
falling into chaos. The acts of violence do not do us any 
good. The democratic process should not serve as a 
factor of division of the Togolese but should rather 
pres... ve and consolidate the 24 years of peace, progress, 
and security that we have established together. 


Finally, the president of the Republic expresses his sincere 
condolences to the family of the victims and his sympathy to 
the wounded to whom he wishes speedy recovery. 


‘Thousands’ Demonstrate 6 May 


AB0605 153592 Paris AFP in English 1511 GMT 
6 May 92 


{By Francis Ahouadi] 


[Text] Lome, May 6 (AFP)}—Thousands of angry dem- 
onstrators Wednesday [6 May] called on Togolese Prime 
Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh to resign after a bid to 
gun down opposition leader Gilchrist Olympio in which 
up to 10 people died. A crowd swarmed into the govern- 
ment compound in this West African capital accusing 
President Gnassingbe Eyadema of being a “criminal” 
and the interim premier of being b's “accomplice.” 


Witnesses said the university campus, where students 
have been on strike for two days, was particularly tense. 


Armed men in plain clothes on Tuesday [5 May] sprayed 
Olympio’s motor convoy in northern Togo with 
machine-gun fire, badly wounding the man seen as a 
likely presidential frontrunner and killing several of his 
companions. 


Olympio’s driver took him to hospital in neighbouring 
Benin with another opposition leader dead in his car, a 
witness who escaped from the scene told AFP. The 
witness said 10 people died in the ambush, while Olym- 
pio’s family gave a toll of four, with two missing. 


Security guards were unable to prevent some 2,000 
demonstrators entering the government compound and 
attempted simply to prevent them from storming the 
villa that serves as Koffigoh’s office. 


Visibly shaken, the premier emerged and tried to calm 
the crowd, but when he was booed and hissed, he said: 
“If it’s me they want, I'm ready to sacrifice myself.” 
Olympio, a 56-year-old businessman, was flown 
Wednesday to Niamey, the Niger capital, where he was 
examined by French and Niger surgeons. 
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The Niger ANP news agency said he was conscious but 
exhausted and would be airlifted on to Paris in Ivonan 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny’s private plane. 


With several dozen armed guards posted around his 
villa, Koffigoh told demonstrators that he had set up an 
“international commission of enquiry” into the assassi- 
nation bid. “No, enough of commissions!”’ some in the 
crowd hurled back. 


Olympio, son of Togo’s first president Sylvanus Olym- 
pio, who was murdered in a coup by General Eyadema in 
1963, returned from exile last July to a hero’s welcome 
from young radicals in Lome. 


Sentenced to death as “chief terrorist” by the Eyadema 
regime on charges of masterminding a foiled coup in 
1986, Olympio benefitted from an amnesty forced on the 
military last June by Togolese opposition parties. 


Koffigoh, a lawyer named prime minister by a national 
conference in August, has since faced several bloody 
challenges from the military loyal to Eyadema, but the 
troops have always returned to barracks. 


Tuesday's attack took place on a mountain road between 
Bafilo and Sokode some 300 kilometres (185 miles) 
north of Lome in a region where Eyadema has tradition- 
ally enjoyed strong support. 


The witness said those who died included Marc Atti 
Depe, president of the Togolese Union for Reconcilia- 
tion (UTR), who was in Olympio’s car, and Elliott Ohin, 
president of the Togolese Movement for Democracy 
(MTD). 


Both parties are members of Olympio’s 10-party Union 
of Forces of Change (UFC) coalition. 


UFC militant Ephrem Zidolle, four people from Sokode 
and three youths from Bafilo were also killed, the witness 
added. He could not say how many people took part in 
the ambush, which caused total panic. 


Olympio has yet to announce that he will stand as a 
candidate in elections due in August, but supporters 
have rallied around him in opposition to Eyadema, who 
has not made his intentions known. 


The opposition leader is backed by Ewe and Mina people 
in the south and by many pro-democrats challenging the 
military, which is drawn mainly from Fyadema’s 
northern Kabye people. 


Olympio Family Issues Statement 


AB0605214592 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1900 GMT 6 May 92 


[Text] There were about 10 compatriots killed in the 
attempt that nearly cost Gilchrist Olympio his life yes- 
terday at Soudou near Bafilo. Indeed, the chairman of 
the Union of Forces of Change [UFC] was today flown to 
Paris, where he was expected to arrive this afternoon for 
post-operative care after being treated at the Natitingou 


FBIS-AFR-92-089 
7 May 1992 


Hospital in northern Benin yesterday A stopover was 
also necessary in Niamey for a medical check up. 


Gilchrist Olympio was seriously wounded in an ambush 
laid yesterday by a group of unknown people 1 civilian 
clothes. He 1s said to have received two bullets in his left 
lung and bladder. As of midday, the death toll was at 
least eight, including Dr. Marc Atti Depe, chairman of 
the Togolese Union for Reconciliation, and Elliott Ohin, 
chairman of the Togolese Movement for Democracy. 


With this attempt, another bloody episode is opened 1n the 
already difficult democratization process. Since yesterday, 
when the news was announced, the majority of Togolese 
have been stupefied, and today Lome was virtually para- 
lyzed almost throughout the day. Many protest demonstra- 
tions were reported in Lome, including at the Prime Minis- 
ter's Office among other places. 


This morning, a delegation of Olympio family members 
was received by Prime Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh 
to provide information on Olympio’s state of health. The 
delegation was led by the family chief. Clarence Olym- 
pio, who appealed to all Togolese compatriots tor 
appeasement. Let us listen to his appeal: 


[Begin recording] Statement by the Olympio family: On 
5 May 1992, the motorcade of Gilchrist Olympio and his 
supporters, returning from a popular rally, came under 
fire in the locality of Soudou, not far from Bafilo. We 
make it a point to inform the people that Gilchrist’s lite 
is nO longer in danger and that he 1s en route to Europe 
for post-operative care. 


Today, a delegation of the family council, comprising six 
members and led by Clarence Olympio, was received by 
the prime minister who briefed us on the present situa- 
tion. By common consent, it was decided to entrust an 
independent and international commission to investi- 
gate the attempt. 


The Olympio Family deplore and vigorously condemn 
this sordid act. In pain and dignity, we call on the people 
to remain calm. We make it a point to thank Togo, the 
Ivory Coast, Benin, and Ghana, and al! fnendly coun- 
tries for their assistance to us during this trial. Thank 
you. [end recording} 


{Later in the braodcast, the UFC reaction is reported: 
“The UFC members very vigorously condemn that crim- 
inal and senseless act along with its perpetrators. They 
summon the president of the Republic, the pnme min- 
ister, and the chairman of the High Council of the 
Republic to shed light on that attempt which revolts 
every human conscience.”’} 
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Prime Minister Addresses Nation 


4R070S001592 Lome Radio Lome in French 
2200 GMT 6 May 92 


{Address by Prime Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh in 
Lome on 6 May—recorded] 


{Text} Togolese people, once again, we have entered into 
a serious moment in our common history. On 5 May I 
went to the Sokode Central Hotel after a meeting at the 
stadium with the people of (Tchaoudjor), where | 
received a message that Gilchrist Olympio and a Union 
of Forces for Change delegation touring the northern 
region of the country fell into an ambush. Immediately, 
| interrupted the reception offered me by the active 
torces of (Tchaoudjor) to handle the situation. I was told 
that Gilchrist Olympio succeeded in r. ning away from 
his attackers and that he was at the beninese border. | 
therefore decided to cancel the meeting in Tchamba. As 
a first step | organized assistance. Some time later, three 
corpses of the victims of the aggression were brought to 
the hotel. In the face of this tragedy, which hit the 
waiting crowd with stupor, I personally sent the dead 
bodies to the Sokode Regional Hospital mortuary and 
left instructions for the accompanying health and secu- 
rity ministers to make sure that the injured who 
admitted to the hospital received appropriate treatment 
and then return to Lome later in the afternoon. | 
contacted the Beninese authorities who informed me 
that Gilchrist Olympio was alive but seriously injured 
and at the Natitingou Hospital in Benin. During the 
night. | also dispatched our minister of foreign atfairs 
and cooperation and the minister of youth, sports, and 
leisure to Benin to acquaint themselves with the situa- 
tion and to organize assistance for our brothers, victims 
of the aggression. 


Of course, | also informed the head of state and the 
chairman of the High Council of the Republic of the 
situation. At midday on 6 May, thanks to the contribu- 
trons of Benin, Ivory Coast, and France, Gilchrist Olym- 
pio. who had already undergone a first operation, was 
evacuated to France to receive the necessary treatment. I 
wish to sincerely thank presidents Houphouet-Boigny of 
ivory Coast and Rawlings of Ghana who have kindly put 
at the disposal of the Togolese Government their aircraft 
for the transfer of Gilchrist Olympio. I especially thank 
President Soglo, his government, and Beninese medical 
authorities for having promptly assisted, given surgical 
treatment to, and promptly evacuated our brother. 
Finally, | would like to thank the French authonties for 
accepting him 


We must thank God that Gilchrist Olympio is alive. 
\infortunately four people are dead, including Doctor 
(Akoudjeto). Other members of Mr. O!ympio’s entou- 
rage are (‘slightly injured while others are seriously 
injured). [Words indistinct] at Sokode and others at 
Natitingou. In this atmosphere of confusion, some 


groups who have been crying for insecurity will never 
want to miss an opportunity to sow violence and to 
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[words indistinct]. But in the face of such a more- 
than-serious situation, we must mobilize ourselves— 
mobilize ourselves—to make the new democratic pro- 
cess move forward. To this end, I seriously and solemnly 
call for the coming together of all the democratic forces 
sO as to Once again give our people the hope of the 
national conference. I speak of the hope born of the 
sovereign national conference. 


But, I make it a point to solemnly tell the entire Togolese 
people that my (?only) ambition is to help my country in 
these extremely (?difficult) circumstances and that my 
government has initiated [words indistinct} projects, the 
only objective of which is to promote the people's 
welfare. The people still need to know that they can 
continue to trust their future, and this is why from time 
to time | visit the prefectures on the request of the 
inhabitants to help them regain confidence and hope and 
to explain them the concrete economic projects meant 
for improving their daily lives. I initiated this tour before 
3 December 1991, when no one was talking yet about 
electoral campaigns. 


As for democracy, I can see no other way out for the 
Togolese peopie than to unite all together to continue our 
progress with a fraternal hand extended to all the strata 
of the nation with no exceptions. 


(If) this fight to include all in the democratic process is 
considered by some people as treason, | am ready even as 
of today to go back to the people if this is their will. To 
all those who believe in the democracy of arms, 
ambushes, and attempts—like the attempt on Gilchrist 
Olympio’s !ife—they should know that I will never back 
such acts which continue to disgrace our dear country 
and (?which are) strongly condemned. This 1s why, with 
the agreement of the Olympio family, the government 
has decided to set up an independent and international 
commission of inquiry that will be charged with shed- 
ding light on the attempt and identifying the perpetrators 
who will be brought to court. 


For our compatriots who again fell down (unarmed) 
under the bullets of the enemies of democracy, | bow to 
their memory and present my condolences as well as 
those of my government to the bereaved families. To the 
wounded, | wish them prompt recovery. To those who 
expect [word indistinct] and deceive the people every 
day thinking to destabilize the Transition Government, I 
say that our country has suffered enough and that the 
carnage should be stopped at all costs. 


In conclusion, I make it a point to tell the Togolese 
people for the last time to widely open their eyes to 
recognize those who defend their cause and who are by 
their sides in the difficult moments of their history. 


Long live the democratic renewal! Long live Togo. 


28 WEST AFRICA 


Lome Paralyzed by General Strike 


ABO705111592 Paris AFP in English 1034 GMT 
7 May 92 


[Text] Lome, May 7 (AFP)}—The Togolese capital Lome 
was completely paralysed Thursday [7 May] by a general 
strike called in protest at the attempted assassination of 
opposition leader Gilchrist Olympio. Banks, shops, 
schools, ministnes and other public buildings were all 
closed in response to a 72-hour strike call by the Inde- 
pendent Trade Union Collective (CSI), backed by major 
political parties. Young demonstrators built barricades 
at several points in the West Afncan capital, notably in 
the large Be working class district. 


Protestors on Wednesday [6 May] accused President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema of seeking to have Olympio killed 
and called on interim Prime Minister Joseph Kokou 
Koffigoh to resign. 


Olympio was rushed to neighbouring Benin and flown on to 
Paris after being seriously wounded in an ambush on his 
motor convoy in northern Togo. At least eight people with 
him, including two semor politicians, were killed. 


A witness said he believed 10 people had been shot dead 
by gunmen in plair clothes using Army-type weapons. 


Tension ‘Very High’ at Government Meeting 1 May 


ABO0205 165092 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 2 May 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Togo’s transitional period has always been a noisy 
and boisterous affair and it looks very set to continue. 
The transition period is being overseen by a Tripartite 
Council, made up of President Eyadema, Prime Minister 
Kokou Koffigoh, and a High Council of State. But now it 
seems the High Council of State is getting hot under the 
collar over what they see as relations between the prime 
minister and the president becoming a little too cozy and 
are particularly annoyed at the prime minister, as Ebow 
Godwin reports from Lome. 


[Begin Godwin recording] Tension at yesterday's High 
Council of the Republic sitting was very high and tem- 
pers flared up to uncontrollable proportions as speaker 
after speaker accused Prime Minister Kokou Koffigoh of 
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conspiring with the Togolese head of state to undermine 
the legal authority of the High Council through political 
subterfuge. 


The situation grew from bad to worse as Mr. Jean-Pierre 
Homawu, a member removed his coat, trembling all over 
with emotion, engaged the vice president of the High 
Council, Mr. Francis Ekon, in a shouting match. He 
threatened to resign. Mr. Gozo, another member, 
launched emotional attack on what he called maneuvers 
by President Eyadema and Prime Minister Koffigoh to 
reduce the Council to the level of impotence and 
denounced the formation of the Tripartite Committee as 
the logic of shameful parliamentary ridicule 


Another member, Mr. Lawson, said the suggestion was 
intellectual and legal prostitution of parliamentary sov- 
ereignty and procedure. Appeal for calm by government 
spokesman, Mr. Joe Degli, fell on deaf ears, but High 
Council President Bishop Kpodzro reasoned that mem- 
bers had the responsibility to consider the call for the 
formation of the Tripartite Committee as a Continuation 
of the spirit of consultation between the three organs of 
transition in the superior national interest. [end 
recording] 


Students Desert University After Strike Order 


ABUV605172592 Lome Radio Lome in French 
2200 GMT 4 May 92 


[Text] The University of Benin [in Lome] was deserted 
this morning. As lectures were about to start, some 
students obeying a strike order contained in an anony- 
nous leaflet, went to drive their colleagues out of the 
lecture halls. Lecture halls were therefore emptied and 
the university restaurant was closed. 


In a communique published following the strike order, 
the government expressed its disapproval of the action 
and urged the students to call off their strike 


In the face of the prevailing situation on the university 
campus, some students spontaneously formed a group and 
went to the prime minister's office this afternoon to protest 
this state of affairs. The group of students was received by 
the secretary general at the prime minister's office, Mr 
(Francois Biti Damifa), in the presence of Mr. Oyanga, 
permanent undersecretary to the prime minister 


In a statement, the students expressed their indignation 
at the troubled situation at the university and called on 
the government to take all the necessary steps to ensure 
that lectures proceed smoothly, and to ensure security of 
students and university personnel. 
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